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By Ahmad Talib

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —
Patuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad Said Mudims should
not adopt a fanatical _atti-
tude by r ectln%] rational
thinking, adding that in to-
Jay’ s modern and competi-
tive world, the communi

must double its efforts in all
fields in line with current
developments. . . )

The Prime_Minister said
he does not wish to see Mus-
lims left behind because
they only pursue happiness
inthe héregfter.

“Idam does not ask or
compel usto invent, add or
practise new rituals which
can cause us hardship. If the
majority of Muslims neglect
their normal work in préfer-
ence for new rituals, they
will become poor and be eas-
ily exploited and suppressed
by other people”

In his Har Raya Aidilfitri
message, the Prime Minis-
ter said Malaysia had at-
tained rapid development in
various sectors besides en-
joying political stability and
€CoNomIC progress,

“All these would not have
been possible without the

erseverance and dedica-
ﬁon of the f()_eople who are
always looking for peace
and prosperity. Let. us con-
tinue to maintain this har-
monious Situation so that
we can avoid conflict and
enable peace to continue,”
the Prime Minister said.

On the nation’s economy,
Dr Mahathir said the coun-
try had succeeded in record-
|g? encouraging growth
rates with inflation and un-
employment under control.

he good economy has en-
abled the rakyat {0 enjoy
high standards of living.
The country’s strong finan-
cia position has enabled
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THE Prime Minister,
Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad, and
Patin Seri D r Siti
Hasmah Mohamed
Ali, wish all Muslims
Selamat Hari Raya
Aidilfitri.

newspapers or see on televi-
sion or with their own eyes
the condition of peoplée in
other countries.
. “Thefate of some pegple
in some countries in Africa,
Latin America and East Eu-
rope is truly sad. In these
countries, basic facilities
such as water and electric-
ity, which we take for grant-
ed, are dmost non-existent.
“Even in some developed
countries, the people’s lives
are not as good as It is made
out to be. There are people
who have no shelter or

Government employees to
gg&% sdary increases, he

“We are confident that if
Malaysians continue to
work™ hard and increase
their productivity and be
brave in facing all chal-
lenges, the nation will show
more rapid development,”
he said. .

The Government has al-
ready implemented the Na-
tiond Develgp ment Plan
and the Sixth ala%/sia Plan
to further develop the coun-
try. Through the use of new
technology, improved skills
of its workers and with
more infrastructure, the
ﬁﬁ)untry will grow even fur-

er

“But what is most impor-
tant are knowledge, é)lfl
gence and discipline. Even

the most eloped coun-
tries il 1aT i e counr
lack high morae ang ﬁ'ﬁ?ey
have no control over their
desires.

“We ‘in Malaysia are sO
fortunate when” compared
with other people. Normal-
lv, it is not unusual_ for Ma-
laysians ‘not, to realise how

ood their lives are in this
ountry until they read in

Think rationally

home and their livelihood is
taken care of by welfare
homes. In some ‘countries
Muslims are suppressed
gom practising tgeir réli-
on.”

Dr Mahathir said Hari
Raya should be celebrated
with good manners, ex-
change of visits and forgive-
ness. He added that it had a
sgecml significance such as
the culture of exc
visits which had helped to
Instil stability and harmony
In our country.

“Thanks to God Al-
mighty, Muslims i tlf
country have manated 18
conclude their fast in"peace.
For the whole monty,
succeeded not only in éc?ﬁﬁ
hunger and thirst, we aso
managed to control our de-
sires In various forms to
emerge more grateful and,
consclous Of olr shortcom-
ings. .

“At the same time we
managed to continug’ our
work. This has helped us to

realise how fortunate our
normal daily lives are com-
pared with those who are
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forced to work every day in
hunger and thirst.

“Those who stop work
and discontinue their busi-
ness operations to enable
them to fast will not know
the difficulties faced by
those who are forced to
work in hunger and thirst.

“Fasting is not just an ex-
ercise to win points by not
eating or_ drinking durin
the day in the month o
Ramadan. Fasting helps to
mould a more complete per-
sonality with such attri-
butes as patience, consider-
ation, discipline and not
being wasteful.

“Fasting also teaches us
to be more conscious of the
difficulties and problems

faced by the poor and the
less fortunate. Fasting also
helps us to fed a little about
the angwsh of the poor.

“It aso helps to remind us
that whatever wealth and
good health we.now enjoy
are only temﬁorardy. is
realisation should make
make us more considerate
and grateful to God. A car-
ing society can be better de-
veloped with the lessons
from fasting.” )

He told i/luslims that if
they wished to succeed,
they must seek to renew
their thirst for knowledge in
al fieltls. This is dso in line
with the plan to turn Malay-
da into a developed nation
by the year 2020. ]

Dr Mahathir said: “While

we are celebrating we
should not forget our securi-
ty forces and some person-
nel in certain departments
who have to work on this

ood day.
9 “Weayshould also spare a

thought for our security

forces who are undertaking
peacekeeping operations in
several countries abroad.
They heIJ)ed to enhance re-

ect and dignity in us and

our nation. Their sacrifices
must be fully appreciated.”
The Prime Minister also

had a word of advice for
motorists and road users.

“l wish to make a plea to
those who use the road to be
very careful. More than 90
per cent of road accidents
are caused by the mistakes

made by drivers, )
“We “can avoid accidents
by being Fat_lent and driving
carefully. It is sad when we
have to read news of deaths
from road accidents when-
ever we celebrate festivals.
“That is why | wish to
remind road users to be
careful. We should not com-
promise safety with want-
Ing to reach our destination
15 or 20 minutes earlier.
~ “We should not mind be-
ing dightly delayed as long
as we can celébrate Hat-i
Raya with our friends and
relatives and then return to
work wfe(ljy. 1 prai/j_that al
drivers during this Hari
Raya will exercise patience,
care and concern when trav-
elling.”
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