
MALACCA, Thurs. - Umno 
will initiate contempt of 
court proceedings against 
the Pas-led Kelantan Gov- 
ernment if it is satisfied that 
the State Assembly’s action 
on two Barisan Nasional As- 
semblymen amounts to a 
disrespect to the court, Da- 
tuk Seri Dr MahaQ&.Moha- 
mad saibm~~. -_ 

The Prime Minister and 
Umno president said defi- 
ance of a court decision 
amounted to contempt. 

“If this is so, we will tak: 
court action,” he told report- 
ers after opening a $300 mil- 
lion Hualon Textile factory 
in Tangga Batu near here. 

Dr Mahathir added, how- 
ever, that Umno leaders 
would discuss the issue be- 
fore taking action. 

Dr Mahathir was com- 
menting on $a decision by 
the Kelantar! State Assem- 
bly to refer! the two As- 
semblymen to a select com- 
mittee for disciplinary ac- 
tion. 

The action against Nordin 
Salleh, the Assemblyman 
for Sungai Pinang. and Wan 
Najib Wan Mohamed, the 
Assemblyman ‘for Limbon- 
gan, who had quit Semangat 
46 to join Umno, was taken 
on Monday for allegedly tar- 
nishing the image of the 
House and cheating the peo- 

ple in the constituencies. 
The Sunreme Court earli- 

er this month ruled that the 
anti-party hopping law 

~~s~~s~y~~ ::‘s”&$eyt 
@so ordered the reinstate- 
ment of Nordin and Wan 
Najib who had been re- 
moved following their join- 
ing Umno. 

Dr Mahathir said the Ke- 
lantan Government could 
not, on one hand, claim to 
respect the court while at 
the same time act to annul a 
court decision. 

“This is being hypocriti- 
cal,” he said. 

Referring to a remark by 
Kelantan Menteri Besar Nik 
Gbdul Aziz Nik Mat that the 
action was to respect the 
wishes of the people, Dr Ma- 
hathir said it was the wishes 
of Pas rather than the peo- 
ple. 

He said: “If it wants to 
respect the people’s wi- 
shes, then it should have 
made things clear before 
and not aft& an election . . 
that any Assemblyman who 
switches party will be re- 
moved. 

“In this case, the law, 
which disregards the rights 
of the Assemblymen and the 
people, was passed after the 
elections. Surely this is not 
the people’s wishes.” 
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