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DATUK Seri Dr Mabhathir

ohamad has expressed
“the hope that the Second
Ministerial Conference of
Déveloping Countries on
Environment and Develop-
ment will address critical
issues relating to the impact
of development on the envi-
ronment and the balance
that must be achieved be-
tween development needs
and environmental degra-
dation.

In his message in the pro-
gramme for the three-day
conference, which begins on
Monday, the Prime Minis-
ter says it is not only timely
but also provides a good
opportunity for participat-
ing countries to discuss the
various issues relating to
the environment and devel-
opment.

“Developing countries by
definition are in the process
of development. But devel-
opment cannot be effected
without infringing on the
environment.

“How and to what extent
development impinges on
the environment is of con-
cern to developing coun-
tries,” he says.

Dr Mahathir says obvi-
ously developing countries
cannot be expected to give
up development altogether
in order to retain the envi-
ronment in its pristine con-
dition.

But developing countries
cannot disregard environ-
mental degradation either.

“It is imperative there-
fore that we continue to co-
operate with one another to

©

ensure that while economic
growth and development go
on, they do not result in
environmental deteriora-
tion,” he says.

Meanwhile, Science,
Technology and Environ-
ment Minister Law Hieng
Ding said Dr Mahathir will
be briefed today on the lat-
est developments in the on-
going senior officials meet-
ing prior to Monday’s
ministerial-level confer-
ence.

He said he would also
brief the Prime Minister on
the outcome of the New
York preparatory commit-
tee meeting (Prepcom) for
the Earth Summit in Brazil
in June.

He said Malaysia would
look seriously into recom-
mendations made by its
Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, Tan
Sri Razali Ismail, on the
need for Malaysia to attend
the summit, formally
known as the United Na-

ny, Portugal,

. tions Conference on Envi-

ronment and Development
(Unced), in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

He said the Cabinet had
discussed the recommenda-
tions in its meeting but he
could not reveal the out-
come of the discussion.

As of yesterday, 39 minis-
ters, six ambassadors, six
senior officials and a prin-
cess have confirmed atten-
dance.

Fifty three nations will
participate in the confer-
ence. Out of the 11 devel-
oped countries attending the
conference as observers,
Australia, Japan, Germa-
the UK and.
Norway will be represented
by ministers.

Sweden, the Netherlands,
Canada and France will be
represented by senior offi-
cials. The US delegation will
be led by an ambassador.

Other observers to the
conference are senior offi-
cials of the African National
Congress and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation.

Nine international or-
ganisations, one interna-
tional non-government or-
ganisation (NGO) and eight
local NGOs will also be par-
ticipating.

Bernama adds: More
than 200 foreign newsmen
have signed up to cover the
conference.

Deputy Science, Techhol-
ogy and Environment Min-
ister Peter Chin said 215
journalists representing the
foreign media will cover the
day meeting.



	PM: Address issue of development impact on environ (Business Times 25/04/1992)

