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to the Earth Summit if the
West is not committed to
ensuring its success.

He said Malaysia was
still  unsure if the consen-
sus reached among the
developing countries in
Kuala Lumpur would be
accepted by the devel-
oped countries in Rio de
Janeiro in June.

West to ensure that the
meeting will be a suc-
cess,” he said after open-
ing the conference.

The conference is to
finalise the Kuala Lumpur
Declaration to be present-
ed at the summit, which is

officially known as the
United Nations Confer-
ence on Development and
Environment (Unced).

Dr Mahathir said Ma-
laysia would consider its
attendance after the min-
isterial conference.

“Other countries can
also become the spokes-
man for the South,” he
said when commentmg  on
calls from some countries
that Malaysia should play
a leading role at Unced.

“It is unfair for the de-
veloping countries to sac-
rifice their development
and sources of profits for
the developed countries.”

On the militant stand by
some Western non-gov-
ernmental organisations
(NGOs)  he said they were
using environmental is-
sues for economic gains
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tidiiZ must set national
greening targets and those
which have no suitable land
must contribute adequate
funds to developing coun-
tries with available land.

“The North, in particular,
should not find this.difficult
because it has the funds, the
technology and the re-
sources. They can divert the
subsidies for their ineffi-
cient farms to a massive re-
afforestation of these farm-
lands instead. No new funds
are therefore needed, and
vet the result will be a
grgryer and bigger carbon

He urged the world com-
munity to urgently estab-
lish a global fund to support
this eening target. _

“TPe fund would serve to
finance reafforestation and
afforestation programmes
as well as forest rehabilita-
tion and maintenance. Con-
tributions to the fund
should be based on popula-
tion size, wealth, and ability
to meet greening targets as
well as other relevant fac-
tors.

“Countries which have
levels of carbon dioxide
emissions that exceed a de-
fined threshold should pay
on the basis 6f an agreed
schedule. However, nothing
in these .proposals  must
compromise the principle of
the sovereign right to devel-
opment.

“The greening of the
world will hopefully inspire
a new spirit of international
co-operation and partner-
ship in which global re-
sources are fairly shared. If
successful, we would have
solved at least partially an
important environmental
problem.”

Dr Mahathir added that
the developing countries
must “of course do their bit
too”.

“The first thing is for
them to come together to
debate on the common
stand. Let there be no break
in our ranks when we talk
about the environment. We
will share the burden strict-
ly in proportion with our
culpability and our capaci-
ty.

“By no means can we ac-
cept that we sacrifice our
development in order that
the rich and the powerful
can enjoy ever-improving
standards of living. Indeed.
it is the rich whomust  be
prepared to sacrifice their
progress in the interest of
our development.

“We have a heavy respon-
sibility to ensure that
South-South co-operation is
effective in the areas of the
environment and develop-
ment. The South must iden-
tify specific areas of co-oper-
ation and interaction,
particularly in forestry,
technology transfer and en-
vironmental management.”
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