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THE Prime Minister has
assured the world that at
least 50 per cent of the
land area in Malaysia will
remain permanently un-
der forest cover.

Datuk_Seri  Dr Mahathir
Mohatftad  said Malaysia
irad taken a number of
measures towards ensur-
ing a cleaner and healthi-
er environment.

These included the cre-
ation of awareness among
the people on the need to
preserve the environ-
ment.

The announcement is ”
another commitment by
Malaysia towards the
preservation of the tropi-
cal forests as 60 per cent
of the country is already
forest-covered with an-
other 12 per cent covered
by plantation green.

Dr Mahathir said Ma-
laysia was acutely con-
scious that it was a devel-
oping country which
needed the wealth afford-
ed bv its forests.
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money from the sale of
our timber,” he said.

“If it is in the interest of
the rich that we do not cut
down our trees, they must
comnensate  us for the
loss bf income.”

Dr Mahathir also want-
ed the North to relocate
timber processing indus-
tries here to enable the
country to earn more val-
ueaddedrevenue.

He said this would re-
sult in the country cutting
down even fewer trees.

“We do not cut down 1 “The boycott-of Malay-
our trees foolishly. We ’ Sian timber will heln noth-
need living space, we ing. Indeed, if our timber
need space for agricul- is of no value to us, we
ture, and we need the might as well cut down

the trees for fuel and re-
lease land for agricul-
ture,” he said.

He said when the anti-
tropical timber campaign
did not attract sufficient
attention, a human face
was added to it by using
the Penans.

The activists. he said.
urged the gentle Penans
to be militant and to defy
the authorities.

“Stop making an issue
of the Penans. Promote
temnerate timber if vou
mus’t  but accept compkti-
tion by tropical timber,”
he said.

He urged the West to
stop linking trade and aid

with environment and “to
stop arm twisting.”

He also urged the West
to clean up its own back-
yard as he said 80 per
cent of pollution was due
to activities in the indus-
trially-developed North.

Their non-governmen-
tal organisations should
stay at home and apply
pressure on their own
governments, their indus-
trialists and their military
leaders.

Dr Mahathir also called
for a stop to the use of
nuclear fuel for power
and above all, the storage
and use of nuclear weap-
ons.

“If the environment is
going to be cleaned, those
most responsible for pol-
luting it must act,” he
said.

Calling the North to
commit itself to the envi-
ronment, Dr Mahathir
asked if the West could
draw up ground water to
build exclusive golf
courses in the deserts,
why was not the same
technique used to water
the desert and reafforest
it?
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