Kelantan, Sabah stagn

Sl}(NI)M}AN, Thurs. --- ?1&
tuk Seri Dr ir Moha-
mad said to% the
ates. except Kelantan and
ah, were enjoying fast
development due to eco-
nomic and political stabil-
ity.
yThe Prime Minister said
Kelantan and Sabah were
no longer enjoying econom-
ic growth as they were out
of the Barisan Nasional fold.

“Kelantan and Sabah are
governed hy opposition par-
tics whose leaders are only
interested in becoming Men-
teri Besar, Chief Minister or
aspiring for other high gov-
ernment posts.

“They do not care what
happens to the people as
long as they can be Menteri
Besar and Chief Minister.”

Addressing more thap
15.000 people at the munici-
pal field here this evening,
Dr Mahathir, who is also the
BN chairman. said the two
States would prosper if the
BN was at their helm.

The gathering was organ
ised by the Kinabatangan,
Jambongan and Sandakan
Umno divisions.

Dr Mahathir's visit was
telecast live by Radio and
Televison Maaysa

Dr Mahathir. "whose last
officia visit to the-State was
nine years ago. said the Fed-

eral Government had an ob-
ligation to provide assis-
tance to Kelantan and
Sabah but ¢piddme
such aid a§ ‘the two State
Governments were opposed
o tf"e Bﬁiffgpm"“ 14 d

“It.is diffigadtto provide
assistance 4nd when we
(Federal Government) do
extend such aid, Kelantan
and Sabah leaders claim
that the assistance is given
by them.”

He said the Government
has maintained economic
growth at eight per cent al-
though the worl(f was facing
anecaonomit slowdown.
This wasdue to BN's capa-
bility in running the Gov-
ernment )

“But there is economic
slowdown in Kclantan and
Sabahand this only shows
the capgbility of their State
Governments.”

v Mnhnthir noted that
severa years ago Sabah was
ahpadof Sarawak in terms
of development but this was
no longer so.

Sarawak was far more de-
veloped than Sabah today,
clearly indicating that
States outside the BN fold
tmql_eg to lose. ]

“They are not progressin
because they lack good Ieadg-’
ership and they suffer from
poor administration and
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ings. And thé Wost impor-

tant thing is that their lead-
we-goncerned

| iyany unem-

loyment in Pénihsular Ma
laysia, the problem existed
in Kelantan ‘and Sabah.

While people from neigh-
bouring countries were
.comln% to Maaysa to seek
jobs, there had been an exo-
dus of people from Kelantan
to other States ruled by the
BN in search of employ-
ment.

On Sandakan, Dr Ma-
hathir said the town was
known as the town of mil-
lionaires several years ago
but this was no longer so.
‘He said Chinese’ schools
in Sabnh would not have to
depend on government fi-
nancial aid if the million-
aires, who were mostly Chi-
nese, were still around.

“These businessmen have
no more business ... now the
Chinese schools want assis-
tance from the Govern-
ment.”

He said the PBS Govern-
ment, which is vigorously
fishing for support from the
Chinese community, recent-
ly alocated $1 million to
help Chinese schools.

ant, says PM

Qial@lﬁﬁ;ﬁ{ K&gg;aid $1 million would

not go far as many Chinese
schools needed aid.

On Umno's entry into Sa-
bah, Dr Mahathir thanked
the PBS as it was because ot
it that Umno was in the

ate.

“PBS’ pullout from Bari
san Nnsiona during the last
general election was what
caused Umno to come to Sa-
bah.”

Unmno has 240,000 wmem-
bers in Sabah. The State has
the second largest Umno
membership after Johor.

At divisional level, Kina
hatangan has the largest
membership. overtaking
the Kubang Pasu division
headed by Dr Mahathir.

Among those presentat
the function were Informa
tion Minister Datuk Mo
hamed Rahmat , Land and
Co-operative bDevelopment
Minister Tan Sri Sakaran
Dandai, Deputy Minister of
Trade and Domestic Affairs
Datuk Kadir Sheikh Fadzil
and Sabah Umno depdy
head Tun Datu Mustapha
Datu Harun.

Later at a dinner organ-
ised by locd Umno leaders.
Dr Mahathir said the BN
Government would be faix
to ‘all races regardless
of their religious back-
ground
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