ALOR &TAR: The deci-
bar Parti Bersatu

Mahathir: BN not clos"ehg

sion
Sabah from Barisan Na-
sional will not be a prece-
dent for others wishing to
rejoin the codition, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad yesterday.

“The Prime Minister
said applications from
other parties which had
left the Barisan would be
considered on a case-by-

case basis.
He said the PBS | eft the

Barisan suddenly and at4’
time when the coalition
¥vas facing a genera elec-
ion.

“They withdrew literal-
ly at the half-time period
of the general election,”
he said. _

“We had considered and
accepted them once but
they reciprocated by
catching us off-guard.
~ “We cannot have faith
in a party like this and
that’s why we have shut

[ ¥

hathir told newsmen after
opening a seminar organ-
ised by the Ex-Services
Association a Universiti
Utara Malaysiain Sintok.

Also present were De-
fence Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Tun Razak, Armed
Forces Chief Jen Tan Sri
Y aacob Mohamed Zain,
RMAF chief Lt-Jen Tan
Sri Y unus Tasi, associa-
tion deputy president Da-
tuk Sulaiman Sujak and

UUM vice-chancellor Da-
tLljrahDr Othman Yeop Abd-

ullah.
In his speech, the Prime
Minister said ex-service-
men should consider
themsalves lucky com-
pared to those in other
countries as there were
many jobs here and the
Govéernment helped them
in many ways. )
“The Government will
ensure that all service-
men about to retire will

qQther parties

- EQA‘{

be trained to alow them
to have a decent liyeli-
hood.

“We have cases where
diligent ex-servicemen
have become millionaires
in business” he said.

Dr Mahathir earlier laid
awreath at the Sintok Me-
morial Monument at the
UUM campus. The monu-
ment is in honour of 35
Peop_le who died while de-
ending Sintok from com-

munist attacks.
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