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ALOR STAR: There is no 
rift in relations between 
Malaysia and the United 
States as far as Maldysia 
is cbncemed. Priie Min- 

terdav. 
He said it was up to US 

leaders to decide whether 
they wanted to visit Ma- 
laysia during their Asian 
trips. 

President George Bush 
and Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney came as far 
as Singapore but did not 
include .Ma!aysia in their 
recent trips. 

“They (Bush and Che- 
ney) did not visit us and 
we do not know why. As 
far as we are concerned, 

a rift in US-Malaysia ties. 
The report stated that 

Dr Mahathir was “un- 
available” to take a call 
from Bush while the US 
President was in Singa- 
pore in January, and that 
a senior Pentagon offi- 
cial’s visit had to be can- 
celled at the last moment 
because Malaysian offi- 
cials were “unavailable” 
to see him. 

Dr Mahathir confirmed 
he was not able to take 
Bush’s telephone call be- 
cause it was a Sunday and 
he was not in his office. 

Elaborating on relations 
with the United States, 
the Prime Minister said 
Malaysia reserved the 
right to voice its opinion 
on any matter. 

c&ion seminar at the Un- 
iversiti Utara Malaysia 
campus in Sintok. 

He said Malaysia was 
entitled to criticise mat- 
ters and actions it consid- 
ered wrong, just as others 
claimed the right to do so. 

“It does not mean that if 
we criticise, we want to 

The Prime Minister was * be enemies. Our policy is 
asked to comment on a re- clear and fair . . . criticise 
port in a recent issue of a friend if there’s a wrong 
Far Eastern Economic Re- and commend even a foe, 
view that MaIaysian offi- 
cials were worried about 

if he does the right thing,” 
he said. ? 
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