PM: We value peaceful ties

<

PETALING JAYA, Thurs.
— Malaysia has_ consistent-
ly followed a policy of recip-
roca co-operation and it
values peaceful relaiions
with its neiahbours towards
regiona political and eco-
nomic st _|I|'9{, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said.

The Prime Minister said
Asean countries and Viet-
nam have ushered in a new
era of regional co-operation
and economic participation.

In this context, the Viet-
namese decision to acqui-
esce to the Treaty of Amity
and Co-operation on South-

east Asia was an jmportant
milestone,” he said in his
message in the Second Inter-
national Symposium on In-
teraction for Progress — Mo-
dernisation of Vietnam and
Asean Co-operation Souve-
nir_programme.

Dr Mahathir said the last
Asean summit established
the guiddlines for Asean’s
co-operation with Vietnam
and with the rest of South-
east Asia aimed at advanc-
mg regional integration,
_Tf a'significant contribu-
tion is to be made towards
Asean-Vietnam relations,

the implementation of these
agreed guiddlines are essen-
tia, he Said. ]

“This can be made possi-
ble through a continuing di-
alogue between representa-
tivés of public and private
sectors from the Asean re-
gion and Vietnam,” he said.

Dr. Mahathir said that by
sharing experiences, the
symposium would provide
further Impetus to im-
roved Asean-Vietnam rela
ions.

In his message. VO Van
Kiet, Viethnam's chairman of
the Council of Ministers,

said the.zfeat and far-reach-
ing changes in the region
was reflected in the theme
of the symposium, i

It also reflected the desire
and resolution of the Gov-
ernments and peoples in
Southeast Asiato forget the
Past and strive to build up
he region into a zone of
)eace, friendship, co-opera-
ion and development,
_Thisin turn provides na-
tions the oppartunity to
jointly take part in dyriamic
and strong relations’on the
basis of mutual respect and
benefit, he said.
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