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PM questions
wisdom
s&ing
KUALA LUMPUR: The
Prime Minister has ques-
tioned the wisdom of Ma-
laysia remaining in the In-
ternational Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO) if it is no
longer beneficial.

However, he feared
some Western unions
would instigate others to
boycott aysian prod-
.ucts.

I
“In 0th words, they

want to twi our arm sim-
ply because we don’t
agree with what they are

of 43
in IL0

tea party for the victori-
ous Thomas Cup squad at
his residence yesterday.

He said it did not mat-
ter whether Malaysia re-
mained or left the IL0 but
be feared the effects of
such a move.

He was asked to com-
ment on the action of the
International Metalwork-
ers Federation which is
pushing for the unionisa-
tion of the 120,000 Malay-
sian electronics workers
at the IL0 conference in
Geneva.

He said Malaysia-was
competing with products
from these countries and
they wanted all the jobs to
go to their countries.

Dr Mahathir said IL0
was dominated by rich
countries and they did not
understand the position of
poor countries like Malay-
sia.

He said these countries

wanted the wages in Ma-
laysia to be high so as to
reduce our competitive
edge.

“That way? people will
not invest m Malaysia.
Goods produced in Malay-
sia will be uncompetitive
and our industrialisation
programme becomes re-
tarded, that is what they
want ” he added

Dr’ Mahathir” said he
wanted to make it clear
that as a develooing  coun-
try, the only adva&ge  it
had was the nation’s “low-
er cost of labour,  not
cheap labour.”

He said the cost of la-
bour was lower here be-
cause the cost of living
was low, adding that Ma-
laysia did not have the
technology, capital and
expertise of the industria-
lised countries.

“Now, they want to
make sure we don’t even
have that advantage. If
we don’t offer lower cost
of labour, what is there to
attract the investors,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir said unfor-
tunately Malaysian work-
ers did-not seem to under-
stand this predicament
and had supported opposi-
tion-inclined unionists.

The Government had
carried out investment
promotion missions which
had created jobs, result-
ing in a better standard of
living while MTUC lead-
ers had done nothing to
create jobs.
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