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MALAYSIA IS FOR CONVEN?'IONS THAT  BENEFIT IT, SAYS MAHATHIR
Mahathir - Rio
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KUALA LUMPUR, June 9, (Bernama  1 -- Malaysia will only put its signature

on conventions at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro if they are beneficial
to it, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today.

T h e  P r i m e  Minister,30  wail leave  for XIU d-e+an&ro  tonight ,  sa id
Malaysia was studying the various conventions being offered at the summit.

+If the ,agreement  is ambiguous’ with no certainty of any action, it will
be meaningless even if we sign,+ he. said.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after witnessing the
signing of an agreement for the setting,up of a Regional Tyre Technology
Centre between Sime Darby and Sumitomo Rubber Industries of Japan here.

Malaysia had earlier said it would no.t  sign ;,he Convention on
Bio-diversity and Climate Change as it’contained  several provisions which,
did not meet the obgectives of its struggle.

Dr Mahathir said that for instance the Convention pertaining to climate
change did not indicate that any specific programme would be undertaken to
reduce global warming. -- more ._ .I
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Asked on the possibility of Malaysia changing its stand pertaining to
the conventions on bio-diversity and climate change, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said the matter was under study and no decision had been made.

+We are studying them in depth as we want them to be meaningful,+ he
a il d e d .

Nevertheless he was confident Malaysia would be able to put its
signature on conventions suited to its needs, at Rio de Janeiro.

On the feeling among a few Non-Governmental Organisations-  (NGOs)  that
Malaysia was a spoilsport at the Earth Summit,.he  said’ljalaysia  had the..
right to do what it thought was correct..

He said not all NGOs had such feelings and moreover it was also not
possible to please everyone. -- more

Y09/06/16-51MST
U GE 09-06 00156 EB4,5G
aae

^m

Mahathir - Rio 3 Kuala Lumpur
r

summit by the= United States, ‘DrOn the reported disinterest in the
Mahathirsaid if countries which had the means did not waht to finance
programmes planned by the summit then it would indeed be difficult -for
countries which did not have the means.to  do so.

Dr Mahathir also responded to a question on the .uepacs reques,t  that
?lthe government fulfill its pledge to pay:annual bon s to  c ivi l  servants

from the end of this year. i _I

The l’rime Minister said the government only pledged to pay. the annual
bonus to civil,.servants if the country’s financial situation permitted.

Last month, Cuepacs Secretary-General A.H.Ponniah said the government
should pay the annual bonus of at least $l,OOOileach  to the civil servants
at the end of this. year as was p,ledged’when the‘sistem  Saraan Baru (SSB)
was announced. -- more
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Ponniah had said even though the government said bonus would. be paid on
condition that the country’s financia.l  situation permitted, Cuepacs felt
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  w a s  t o o  s u b j e c t i v e  t o  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d .

IIr Mahathir said the question of the condition being too subjective’did
not arise because t$e country’s financial situation could be gauged from
statistics  that would be released next year.

+We pledged to give the annual bonus if the country’s economic
performance is good,and if .the  government is.able to collect adequate tax
this year,+ the Prime Minister said. -- Bernama
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