Dr M: Penans can

choos

From K. Bala

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sun. —
The Penans have aright to
choose their way of life —
whether to live in the urban
or semi-urban areas or in
the jungle, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamedsaid_________

‘He said that if the Penans
wanted to go back to the
qungle, theré was plenty of

orésts for them.
. Dr Mahathir was respond-
ing to questions on the
Penan and |Og%1' ngissuein
Sarawak at aPiess confer-
ence here yesterday attend-
ed by the international me-
dl% Maaysian journdists
and severa Non-Govern-
mental Organisations’
(NGOs) representatives.

He said the 10,000 Penans,
of whom 1,000 were still liv-
ing in jungles, were people
like anvone else and had a
right tddevelopment.

“Maybe they do not know
what development or educa
tion is but they must be
exposed,” hesaid..

e sad that with 50 per
cent of Maaysia s land un-
der forests they would have
no problem living in the jun-
gleif they wanted to.
~ Dr Mahathir was respond-
ing to questions that the
Penans wa;gof life was be-
ing affected by logging.

In fact, they dfave prob-
lems huntmg for food In the
Ju_ngle occasionaly,” he
said, adding that if they
chose to live outside the jun-
zle they would have no
sroblem getting jobs as the
sountry had good employ-
nent opportunities..

He said Maaysia prac-
ised controlled_logging and
10t “clean clearing™ as prac-
ised in the West. )

If there was clean clearing
t was for devel opment pro-
acts like housing and open-
1g of land schemes for the
enefit of the people. )

He said that in certain
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cases the Penans might not
be able to go back fo their

original jungles if they had
alrgady b]eengl ed Y

ogged.

To a ouesti og%hat by not
being able to return to their
original forests it was simi-
lar 1o asking the people in
this city to go to Jakarta or
Singapore,” Dr Mahathir
quipped:

“There are people who
settle in Australia, America
and Latin America who go
back to Europe. We will Po
back to the original jungle,
but you must move first.

o/

Dr Mahathir said man
people in the West did no
want to talk about the de-
struction caused by shifting
cultivation by those who
lived in the jungle as it was
not popular.” ]

On the rationale behind
the sale of timber from con-
trolled logging, he said for-
eign exchange was needed
for development.

“In fact Japan buys more
logs from the United States
and Canada than from Ma
Ia)ﬁa," he added. )

eanwhile, US President

e lifestvle

George Bush has made it
clear that there will be no
sharing of wesalth between
owners of genes bank from
the South "and those who

produce something from the

genes.

“It seems that he fedls he
has to protect the intellectu-
a properties and patent
rights of his people,” Dr Ma-
hathir told a Press confer-
ence here yesterday when

sked to comment on the
views_expressed by Presi-
dent Bush during”his ad-
dress at the Earth summit.

Dr Mahathir added that
the protection of the patent
rights seemed to be more
important to Bush even if it
meant taking the resources
from a poor country.

The Prime Minister cited
an example of the devel op-
ment of certain drugs de-
rived from genes in"Mada-
gascar without it benefiting
inany way.

On the announcement by
Japan at the conference
here yesterday that it would
increase aid by 50 per cent to
the, South for environment
projects, the Prime Ministe
said it was a positive move.

Japan, he said, was one of
the tev developed countries
which was meeting the 0.7
gross national product tar-
aet set bv the UN to help
poor nations.

Asked whether Japan
should have taken the lead
a the conference, Dr Ma-
hathir said since some de-
veloped countries did not
want to lead, Japan should
have taken the opportunity
to do so.

On the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT), Dr Mahathir said
the talks should have ended
with benefit to al nations,
particularly developing
countries. However, certain
countries of the North re-
fused to accent what was
right as they only consid-
ered their own interests.
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