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Self-
styled champion of the

Penans Bruno Manser
met Datuk Seri Dr_Ma-
hathir Mohamad on Sun—
day torning.

The Prime Minister
said the Swiss had re-
gested the meeting to ex-

‘ess his concern over the
Penans and his keenness
to help the indigenous
people return to their for-
nier lifestyle in the jun-
gle.

]

"I told him we want to

glvc Penans a Lnuu.c,
said Dr Mahathir.

“Blacks in America who
were dragged from Afri-
ca were badly-treated.
When they were freed,
they did not-choose to re-
turn home.

“This shows that, if the
Penans were asked to
choose, chances are that
they will choose to stay in
the city.”

He said Manser had

so expressed unhappi-
ness Wllﬂ LI)C illdb(.urdle
coverage of the Penan is-
sue by the foreign media.
Manser, on crutches as
his legs were injured in
an accident, had been at-
tending events at the
Global Forum and has
also been seen at Riocen-
tro, the site of the sum-
mit.

He had also_met Sara-
wak Chief¥inister Tan
Sri Taib Mahmud.
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