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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. — It
is extremely important that
engineers, like other profes-
sionals, maintain a good im-
age and accountability,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
r Mahathir Mohamad said.
¢ sald-technieat-aspects

of any project had direct
bearing on costs but did not
lend themselves to critical
assessment by non-engi-

neers.

“It will, therefore, be easy
for specifications to be tai-
lored for a definite objec-
tive. Engineers must avoid
this temptation if they wish
to keep their reputation and
that of their profession in
high esteem.

“In the long run, the pro-
fession and the engineers
will gain more by sticking to
professional ethics and in-
tegrity,” he said at the 20th
anniversary dinner of the
Malaysian Engineers Board
tonight.

Malaysia was fortunate to
be blessed with abundant
natural resources, good ad-
ministration and responsi-
ble citizens who valued po-
litical stability and racial

harmony.
“We have achieved con-
siderable progress — a

unique achievement consid-
ering the complexity of our
society and its inequities.
We can do more if everyone
understands that what is
good for society and the na-
tion is also good for the indi-
vidual.

“It is far better to seek

common good than short-
term personal gains at the
expense of society. Engi-
neers constitute an impor-
tant cog in the wheels of
progress.

“The greater the integrity
of engineers, the smoother
will the wheels of progress
turn.”

Dr Mahathir said with the
emphasis on industrialisa-
tion in pursuit of Malaysia’'s
Vision 2020, the demand for
engineers and technologists
in the near future would
definitely increase.

By the year 2000, some
56,000 engineers are needed
compared with 26,500 in
1990, a rise of 9.8 per cent per
annum.

He said: “It is crucial that
we get the right kind of engi-
neers to meet the needs of
our industry. Universities
and other institutions must
provide continuing educa-
tion and re-training to fulfil
this purpose.

“They must modernise
science and engineering
education consistent with
changing times. It may be
necessary to reverse the se-
quence of teaching so that
practical hands-on work
comes before the theories
and principles of engineer-

ing.

“Most students learn fast-
er if they are physically well
acquainted with their sub-
ject.”

The role of engineers, Dr
Mahathir said, had to be
seen in the broad spectrum

of supplying vital techno-
logical input in the business
of wealth generation.

Instead of seeing engi-
neering as an exact science
divorced from the realities
of commerce, engineers
needed to appreciate that
engineering without appli-
cation was unproductive.

“Engineers have to as-
sume their place as both
generalists and specialists,
knowledgeable about the
multi-disciplinary environ-
ments of today. Only if engi-
neers have achieved suffi-
cient all-round experience,
can they prove useful in the
processes of commercialis-
ing engineering-based en-
terprises.”

In this new Information
Age, to remain competitive,
one must make the quan-
tum leap into strategic tech-
nologies, such as micro-elec-
tronics, Dr Mahathir said.

Investments in electron-
ics were already highly visi-
ble in Malaysia. However,
exciting opportunities were
created by new innovations
in areas like electronics-
based communications
whichxould lead to shorter
product life cycles by using
concepts such as “concur-
rent engineering”, he said.

“The future growth and
survival of companies will
hinge upon the ability of
engineers to use these appli-
cations in the right places,
and in continuous innova-
tion through collaborative
research.”




	Maintain good image, PM tells engineers (NST 04/07/1992)

