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By ROHAIZAD A. RAHIM

KUALA LUMPUR: Schol-
ars should conduct re-
search into past-interpre-
tations of Islam to deter-
mine their relevance in
%&e current situation, sa@d

Mohamad vesterday.

'Sﬂ'c‘fr’rél;earch should
not be construed as an at-
tempt to contradict the re-
ligion but only to clarify
certain points to make the
interpretations more ab-
solute.

“These researches
would only contradict
past scholars due to
changing times,” he said
at the opening of the Ma-
laysian Institute of Islam-
ic Understanding (IKIM).

The Prime Minister also
launched a congress titled
Approaching the 21st cen-
tury: Islam and Vision
2020 in conjunction with
the institute’s opening.

Present was Chief Sec-
retary to the Government
Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abd-
ul Hamid.

Dr Mahathir said that
as the world progressed,
certain things which were
once regarded as mir-
acles were accepted as
part of life now.

On IKIM, Dr Mahathir

past id

said the institute’s pur-
pose was to correct any
maligned views on Islam
and Muslims in general.

According to him, the
carrent perception of Is-
lam is that it is related to
backwardness, poverty
and weakness. Of late, the
religion was also linked to
terrorism and irrational-
ity.

“I am disappointed with

such views but it is a fact
that Muslims and Islamic
countries are backward,
weak and dependent on
foreign countries for
their needs in this modern
world.

‘“At the same time, Mus-
lims themselves find it
hard to work and co-oper-
ate with each other and al-
low themselves to be used
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for the interest of other
people,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the
present administrations
of Islamic countries
proved to be weak, back-
ward and chaotic.

“There is not one Islam-
ic country which can be
regarded as a superpow-
er. They are but only de-
veloping countries de-

spite the fact that some
are rich.” X

Dr Mahathir attributed
this to the inzbility of Is-
lamic countriss to achieve
technological sophistica-
tion.

To overcome this, he
said Islamic scholars
should work towards
achieving such progress
from the religion’s per-
spective.
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