
DrM:

treachery
KUALA LUMPUK, Fri. -
The Malaysian Trades
Union Congress is still
guilty of treachery despite
the Cabinet ruling out Gov-
ernment action against the
congress leaders for their
role in undermining the
country’s interest at the In-
ternational Labour Organi-
sation conference.

He said the MTUC leaders
did not break the law’be-
cause they were “smart”.

However, he said they
were traitors to their coun-
try by letting themselves be
pawns of western labour  or-
ganisations which wanted
to see Malaysian workers
lose their jobs and the econ-
omy fail.

Dr Mahathir said this
when replying to reporters’
questions after he opened
an exhibition on Youth in
Nation Build’ at Lot 10.

On Wednes‘“fiay, Deputy
Prime Minister Abdul Gha-
far Baba said the Cabinet
had decided that the Gov-
ernment would not take ac-
tion against the MTUC for
its alleged role in undermin-
ing the nation’s interest
during the IL0 conference.

Ghafar also stated the
Government would not
even take “indirect action”
like tightening labour laws
to check the activities of cer-
tain MTUC leaders.

The decision was made af-
ter the Cabinet considered
the report submitted by Hu-
man Resources Minister Da-
tuk Lim Ah Lek which re-
volved around the fact that
many countries did not
have national unions for the
electronics industry be-
cause the workers received
better wages and benefits.

Lim had earlier accused
the MTUC of collaborating
with the International Met-
alworkers’ Federation (IMF)
to sabotage the nation’s
economy but Zainal denied
the charge, saying that he
had carrmd  out his tasks

the MTUC was led by the
opposition which had no
loyalty to the country.

“They are willing to bad-
mouth their own country
when they are abroad. It is
ah right if (these allega-
;;zr) are true but these are

“They lie to other people
about the situation in the
country (because) they
want to maintain their lead-
ership in a ,large trade
union. We know, as leaders
of large trade unions, they
get big allocations and
fnany  other things (so that)
in reality, they can threaten
the country,” he said.
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