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islands should be resolved
through negotiations and not
confrontation, said Prime
Minister Da&Se&I&M
bath% Mohamad yesterda;.-

Speaking to reporters af-
ter launching the “Youth in
Nation Building” exhibition
organised by MCA Youth in
Kuala Lumpur, Dr Mahathir
said there is no actual beef-
ing up of military strength

- but only strong claims by
several countries over the
islands.

“I believe that the problem
of Spratlys could be resolved
amicably,” he said.
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pines, Vietnam ‘and Malay-
sia - claim the islands in
whole or in part. The dispute
worsened recently when in
May China gave oil explora-
tion rights to Crestone  Ener-
gy in a zone claimed by Viet-
nam. The US company said
the Chinese had guaranteed
military protection.
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