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PULAU KAPAS (Tereng-
ganu): Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir mohamad advBI?F
horeuers  and chalet own-
ers yesterday to plan for
long-term profit rather
than. try to make quick
money by overpricing
their rooms.

The Prime Minister
said they would only price
themselves out of busi-
ness and kill the growing
tourism industry if they,
charged unreasonable
rates.

“No doubt they will
make a high profit but
they can make such a
profit only once,” he said
when launchine the S2.8
million Prim&  KaiaS 6
land Village Resort.

“The same guests feel-
ing cheated will never re-
tura to their  hotels or cha-
lets again and neither will
they recommend them to
friends and relatives.”

Dr Mahathir arrived on
the island in a Customs
patrol boat from Kuala
Terengganu accompanied
by his wife Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali
including Mentri Besar
Tan Sri Haji Wan Mokh-
tar Ahmad and ministers.

He said he knew of
some stuffy c-roofed
chalets wi .4lt windows
and air-Yditioners be-’
ing rented out for $74  or
$80  a night.

“These days the anxiety
to get rich quick has be-
come a disease in a lot of
people.

“But many, in their
haste to get rich, have
turned out poorer than
they were before,” he
said.

Dr Mahathir cited the
example of a Langkawi
hotel which charged
$1,000 a night for a room
when it wa‘s  not as com-
fortable as a five-star ho-
tel in Kuala Lumpur.

He also said most do-
mestic tourists would nor-
mally shy away from five-
star hotels to look for
cheaper ammmodation,
which was as comfortable
as a five-star hotel.

Such hotels were diffi-
cult to find but it was not
impossible, ‘he said; point-
ing to the record four-
month construction of the
country’s largest hotel
with 1,200 rooms in
Langkawi which was ex-
pet;: to be ready this

He s&d the rooms com-
plete with air-con&tion-
ers, carpet, hot bath, tele-
vision sets, telephones
and mini-bars, would each
be rented out for only $55
nett.

Dr Mahathir added that
he was not sure if the de
veloner  of the hotel could
makk a profit from the
low hotel rates but the de-
veloper himself was con-
fident of deriving profits.

Earlier, Wan Mokhtar
said Terengganu had been
allocated $49 million for
tourism development un-
der the Sixth Malaysia
Plan.

The Mentri Besar said
$800 million would be
needed to develop the var-
ious islands, waterfalls,
recreation parks and the
Tasik Kenvir.

He said- 2.5 developers
had shown interest in in-
vesting in such develop-
mebt and five had submit-
ted development plans.
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