
KUALA TERENGGANU,
Tues. - The Government
will be more cautious in its
spending on development
projects as the allocation re-
quested under the Sixth Ma-
laysia Plan for such projects
had breached its ceiling.

Prime Minister Dm
Seri Dr M&a&msaid  today
that only specific and im-
portant infrastructure pro-
jects would be given priority
such as the construction of
ports, airports, railway and
education facilities.

“Because have
J breached the allT:ation un-

der the Sixth Malaysia Plan,
we will  spend only if neces-
sasbwti,efhe  told reporters after

Y@~MTan Sn
mad to Cabinet Ministers on
the progress of development
projects in Terengganu.

The Prime Minister said
that the private sector
would have to undertake
some of the development
projects where the Govern-
ment could not bear the
- - - .

costs of its implementation.
In this respect, he said the

Federal Government would
consider the Terengganu
Government’s request for
$34 million to expand the
terminal and extend the
runway of the Sultan Mah-
mud Airport.

On the overall develop-
ment in Terengganu, Dr Ma-
hathir said he was satisfied
with the way the State had
spent its oil and gas royal-
ties to develop basic infra-
s ructure re
k, tt

uirements, in-
c ding roa s, health and
educational facilities.

“The State had s ent a lot
of money, and I li:ope the
people of Terengganu are
aware of it,” he added.

On whether one of the is-
lands in the East coast could
enjoy free-port status like
Langkawi, Dr Mahathir said
the geography of the island
between the west and east
coast were different.

“The islands in the East
coast do not have big land
mass and are generally

. . . - -

mountainous, and develop-
ing them will incur heavy
expenditure. Moreover, the
islands do not have ade
quate water supply and will
need desalination facili-
ties,” he said, adding that it
would be too expensive to

P
ipe water from the main-
and.

“East coast islands are
more suitable for the tour-
ism industry because they
have beautiful natural sur-
roundings and other attrac-
tions such as coral reefs.”

Dr Mahathir also criti-
cised non-Governmental or-
ganisations, especially the
environmental groups for
their attacts on various de-
velopment projects which
were aimed at stifling the
growth of a developing
countries like Malaysia.

“They want the environ-
ment and the people to re-
main as they were. This
means that the environmen-
talist groups want the peo-
ple to continue to be in pov-
erty for as long as possible.”
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