Grow&lam

KUALA_TERENGGANU
Wed. — The Prime Minister!
today suggested the setting
up of estates for the cultiva
tion of edible plants like
pa&an and those eaten as

He ‘said an effort should
be made to grow these
lants commercially as
heir s_upply was dwindling.

“It 1s tune for us to start
thinking about planting
such plants on a systematic
and commercid basis. This
will not only help encourage
their consumption but also
increase farmers income,”

P

Sekayu Agriculture Park,
about 65km from here.
He said many edible
plants, especidly “the ulam
varieties,were "becoming
rare as no one had taken the
trouble to cultivate them.
“Many of the traditional
fa%%dls e _omlgg less t s
sing bécause vi
ingrmn‘cs, esnecidly the
ulam, are lacking.”
. Citing an. example, Datuk
ahathir-Mohamad

er tasted
as good as before due to the
absence of certain “ulam-

Seri Dr
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ants on ng sca i‘
he said whelNSli.nJ Q!’ubla‘& usedgthe tradi-

tional way of reparing it.
He alggsalgtek?at m%st of
the exotic Malaysian dishes
did not smell “or taste as
delicious as those prepared
in the past because artificial
flavours and colourings

were used now.

“In the oldsdeaglg dan
leaves were used in for
their fragrance. They were
alsotulgled a?js a co mﬂm&g

ent. Nowadays, people do
n tuset%em %t,hp gannot
be widely found in the mar-

et;” hesad

He said another factor

- e vayI VA asn ameo.

which made the use of these
plant species less popular
how was their inconstant
supply as most of them were
planted on a small scale.

We want farmers to di-
vert their attention to plant-
ing exotic edible plant spe-
cies to create a market for
the produce,” he said.

Dr Mahatahir said that
the estates for growing
them did not haveto be as
big as the ol palm or rubber
plantations.

owever, they muSt be
able To produce sufficient
quantities to cater for the

e, farmers told

increasing population.

Earlier, Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ah-
mad said the State Govern-
ment would eventualy turn
the Sekayu Agriculture
Park into an integrated
tourist resort, complete
with floating restaurants,
chalets and multi-purpose
halls.

The 85.5hectare park,
which sdlls fruits from its
orchards to vigtors, aso
boasts of waterfalls and wa-

. ter sportsfagjlities. It is also

popular g fishing en-

*thusiasts.
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