Kelantan must give W{itten

é

By Manan Osmanv g
and Rosli Zakaria

KUALA TERENGGANU,
Fri. — Prime Minister Da-
:uk Seri Dr Mahamg Moha-
nad said the Kelantan Gov-
rnment must provide a
egally-binding written
Juarantee that it would not
jamper or obstruct further
mplementation of the Per-
gau hydro-electric dam pro-
ject.

He said the guarantee
must be in black and white
and could either be included
in the draft agreement of
the project or be a separate
document.

He said it was important
for the government to have

a legally-binding assurance’

that Kelantan would not re-
sort to similar actions in
future since a lot of damage
had already been done.

Dr Mahathir said: *“The
delay (as a result of the Ke-
lantan Government putting
up barricades at roads lead-
ing to the project areas) has
resulted in substantial
losses and we cannot afford
more losses because of de-
lays.” .

Dr Mahathir said this
when asked by reporters af-
ter visiting the Calok sheep
farm, about 70km from here,
whether the written assur-
ance was necessary since
the Kelantan Government
had said that it was con-
tained in the agreement.

" He said the agreement did

not give such an assyrance.
Furthermore, he said the
agreement was necessary as
the Federal Government
could not risk similar ac-
tions causing more damage
and losses.

Asked if the one-month
deadline for the Kelantan
Government to produce the
written guarantee would be
extended, he said: “What's
so difficult about giving the
guarantee if it is really sin-
cere in wanting the project
to be continued?

“It can be done in one

day,” he said.
The Prime Minister, who

was accompanied- by Men- |

teri Besar Tan Sri Wan
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(

Mokhiar Ahmad, earlier .

performed Friday prayersin !
Kuala Besut after a night’s

stay in Pulgu Perhentian.
He said the Government

_was tired of the Kelantan

Government’s attitude as
this was the second time it
had encountered problems
in the construction of the
dam.

“We give them the dead-
line because we want to pro-
ceed with the project as
soon as possible,” he said.

Commenting on the Ke-
lantan Government’s ac-
tions to stop the project by
putting up barricades, he.
said it was a hasty decision
which did not take into con-
sideration the conse-
quences.

“In the end no one gains
anything,” he said.

The barricades were re-
moved two days ago follow-
ing negotiations between
the Kelantan Government
and Tenaga Nasional Ber-
had.

Asked who should be held
responsible for the delay, Dr
Mahathir said he was not
concerned about putting the
blame on anybody but was
more concerned about
wanting the project to be
resumed.

Dr Mahathir and Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mo-
hamed Ali, who were here
on a four-day visit, returned
to Kuala Lumpur late today.

Meanwhile, Kelantan
Menteri Besar Nik Abdul
Aziz Nik Mat said in Pasir
Puteh that the State Gov-
ernment was ready to sub-
mit a written pledge to the
Federal Government that it
would not obstruct the con-
struction of the project if
there was an official re-
quest.

“So far, I have only read

[ PLEASE TURN TO
PAGE 2, COL 6

Jogjuee

TN SAes ‘Sunjejropun

[




Nik Aziz

S‘l
barricades
were set up

O FRO

about the request from the
newspapers. There has béen
no official request from the
Federal Government yet,”
Nik Aziz tt}v:;ld rl{'eporteé's after

- opening the Taman Sri Per-
mata madrasah.

He was ‘resplgtndingt to
newspaper reports yester-
day ‘qu'é%?ng Dr Mahathir as
saying that the Federal Gov-
ernment might not allow
work at the site to resume
unless the Kelantan guaran-
teed that its implementa-
tion would not be obstruct-
ed beurther. tod

ewspaper reports today
quoted ?)‘:a uty Blenteri Be-
sar Abdul Halim Abdul Rah-*
man as saying that Kelan-
tan was ready to make a
pledge.

However, he said there
was no need for any written
commitment as this was al-
ready contained in the
agreement which, once
signed, would commit the !
State Government

‘Since July 4; the Kelantan
Govérnment hgd - ordered
the State: Fond Minos

-, Department 40 barric&ggj

the Batu 10 road, followed .
by the Sungai Renyok, Batu
16, Batu 14 and the Sungai
Long roads. :

The barricades were only
lifted on Wednesday after a
meeting between Nik Aziz
and Tenaga Nasional Ber-
had chairman Tan}Sri Ani
Arope on Tuesday.

Earlier, Nik Aziz said the
Kelantan Government set :
up the barricades because
Tenaga Nasional had failed
to pay compensation for the
land it had agquired for the
project. )

“Tenaga Nasional had
promised on several occa-
sions to settle the compen-
sationh issue but never did,
leading to the Kelantan ;
Government taking such
steps.”
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