
VlL,LAGE::  CAN HE AS MWEXN AS TOWNS J:I;' XESIL)ENTS  ACCEPT CHANGE
l&AD  Mahath.ir-vi1.1 ages  (with pix)
hrn (c1x 0Q-
iiUl&  LANGA’l’  , ,illl~  23, (.Bernama  1 -- Vi.i.lages  can be as developed as towns

.ij: residents are wi3 iing to accept changes, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr ~<

Mahathi r Mohamad sa.i d ,today  .
---x5-sllc:iJ  , ‘4 I > . ii <I ct r :; shoul  ti eqn_i~ tilemsc:i.ves,  with the necessary skills
and knowledge to ensure they were not left behind in the march towards
progress,  he added.

Speaking  when I.aanchiny the :;el.angci-  +Kampung  Ku+ (My Village)
programme  in Pekan Ratu 1.4, near here, he said progress would be
meaningless if’ the sftna-Lion  i.n viil.ages  remain unchanged.

‘rhe government could have al.1 sorts of pplicies  to bring about changes _’
in villages .but the end ‘resu1.t  would depend on the sincerity of. the
viliagers themselves to receive the changes, he added.

101e +Kampung  Ku+  progrnmme  ai,ms to revj.ve the spj.rit o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n
among village res9.dent.s  besides encouraging them to accept changes brought

about, by- modern times. -- more
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LEAD MahathI  r-vj.li ayes 2 Huiu Langa t

Present  a t  the I.aunching
Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr
Sri Muhammad Haji Pfuhammad
I< iihmat  , _

ceremony today were the Prime Minister’s wife
Sit-i Hasmah Mohd Ali, ‘Selangor  Menteri Besar Tan’
“,‘aib and Information Minister Datuk Mohamed

Dr. Mahat,h.i,r said there was nothing impossible that village residents,
too, could  not achieve including producing chi,J.dren  who could one day lead.
the countx~ or ho3 d high positions. , .’

+It i.s not where we are from that is i.mportant  b.ut  our commitment to
stri.ve and tap our abilit ies. ,+ he added. ,.

The Prime Minister also urged village resi.dents  to reject certain I .
groups which wazted them to shun development. and progress.

He said such instigators had their own political.. aims at heart and were
not; bothered that vil!agers were stil.1. leading an uncomfortable life.

%‘hese  gr0~:)s a:tso wanted to delay the nation’s progress so that it
wonid  not, be able to compete with developed nations, he added.

The Prj.me  Minister said the government had no ulterior  motives in
developing vil!ages and j t,r; only Cm was to'see vil,lagers  enjoy a better
standard of living. -- more
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He added: +Villages  should be developed in a more orderly and planned
I. <

manner to enable their res:idents to increase their incomes.. , land cannot
he abandoned and buildings should  not be,.built  without first  considering
t.he full.  e c o n o m i c  utilisation  of the land.+  he  s a id .

Today ’ s launching of the +Kampung  Ku+  programme took on a festival
atmosphere with banners, lauding l)r Mahathir as +Iiero of the Third World+
and +E’ather  of, Malaysian l>evel.opmen~+,.  strung along roads leading .here.

The-welcoming ceremony for the Prime Minister was also ,to .congrat+ulate
him on MaJ.aysia  ‘s outstanding performance ,.in highlighting various issues
affecting the !rhird World at recent international fora, _jncluding  the Earth
Summit in Kio de Jineiro,  Brazil.

Ur Mahathir  said it was easy to be vocal at international
as ali that was required (‘was a tongue.

+However  , such outspokenness wiI.1 not carry weight unless
within the count.ry  i s peaceful and the pace of,;:development,
proud of ,+ he added.  -- more ;’

conferences

t h e  s i t u a t i o n
something to be

He said altho~ugh  Malaysia had not yet reached the status of a developed
nation,, the international community acknowledged that the nation was
i-apid1.y  developing. :

!~‘he  country’s fast pace of progress was due to polit ical st.abill,ty
brought. about by the style .of the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) government --~
which catered for al.1 the nation’s races.

The launching ceremony today at the Pekan Batu 14 public field was _.
c a r r i e d  i i v e  by KTM. -- be’rnnma
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