
CNS3263  '

GO’,‘WW$J’.V  W:ILl, STUDY  WHE’THEK FIREWORKS FACTORIES ARh NEEDED
Mahathir-fireworks 0P-
bm ‘?a
HULU LANGBT,  J11.l.y  2$, (.Uernama 1 -- ‘I’he gove rnmen t  w i l l  s t udy  whe the r

fi.reworks  factories are needed in the country; Datuk SerifDr Maha th i r _.
. .

r said there was still  a iabour  shor tage  in  the  1’
country and lots of job opportunities co-\11.d  be created in,other
manufacturing itidustries.

+I think we must s tudy  (the matter) bec&e there are other types of
factories that, can create .jobs and provide. re’tuq-~s  for investors,+ he #told
reporters when asked-to comment on the explosion’ at the Matan Maju Sdn.Bhd.
f ireworks factory iq Beraaany,  near Kajany,  yesterday which killed a worker
a n d  serious,ly  injured  :four ot-.httrs,

Asked whether t,he government would take steps to cl.os’e fireworks
factories in the country I he said the government must be careful in taiing. ”
s u c h  actj.on so that no party suff&~!ed any loss. Se

We do not wani anyone to !ose, be they workers or bosses,+ he added.
-- more
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Dr.Mahathir said that after the fire at the Bright $parklers f i r e w o r k s .
f ac to ry  in  Sungai 13uioh  last y e a r , the government stopped allowing new
fireworks factories to open in the country.

What. were !.ef.t now were the exi.sting factories, he added.
Expres’sing  sorrow over yesterday:s  incident,  he said an investigation

would be conducted to -avoi.d  a recurrence..
Repiying  to  ques t ions  on  the  Pergau hydro-e lec t r ic  dam project  in

Kelantan,.  he’ said construction work could resume. and he hoped the
disruptions would become a thing of the past.

He did not want any more di.srupt,ions so that the project could proceed
more speedily without ‘escalating costs in the interest of the people.

He aiso hoped the project would be compl@ed on schedule.
Me&nwhile,  in a special ,interview with Radio Tiga Shah Alam at its

temporary studio at. the site for the launching of The +Xampung.  Ku+
programme in Selangor, Dr Mahathir sai.d the state,was capable of achi,eving
deveioped status by t;he ye&r 2005, ahead of the country  ‘and other sta’tes.

‘I’his  was because of Selangorts  proximity to the national capital and
i ts  faci l i t ies  and a i rpor t .  wh ich  a t t r a c t ed  man?;.investors.  -- R e r n a m a  ’
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