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BRITAIN HAS NO RESERVATIONS ABOUT EAEC, SAY:: HURD
Hurd

PETALING JAYA, Jul y 29(Bernama)--Britain has no reservations about
Malaysia's proposalforanEastAsia Economic Caucus.. (EAEC), British
Foreign secretary Douglas Hurdsaid here today.
He saidPrime Minister Datuk seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, whom he met
yesterday, had explained that the EAEC was not, a restrictive trading bloc
* but was compatible with the principles of the General Agreement on Tariffs
and, Trade (GATT) .

+0n behall oft BritainIwonuld say we have no reservations about the
proposal aud it 1S clear that it does not amount toa restrictive trade
bloc and it is compatible with everybody's obligations at the GATT,+ he
told anews conference after delivering a Jecture at the Institute of .
Diplomacy and Foreign Relations here.

llurd, who is on atwd-dayvisitafter attending a meeting of dialogue
partners of Ascan in Manila, said his visit to Malaygsia was exceptionally
pleasant and productive.

Besides meeting the Prime Mini ster, he alsoheldtalks with Foreign
Minister Datuk Abdullal Almad Badavi and Finance Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, and would Meet Defence Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak tonight

beforercturning home at midnight. -- more
¥Y29/07/20-12M81 ”
CN3703]

R CC 29-0700192 EAS97
aae tbhe
Hurd 2 Petaling Jaya

Hurd said Malaysia was moving forvardwi th very impressive growth at a
time whenmuch of the world wasin recession. "

The balance of trade with Britain was now in Malaysia’'s favour, with
Malaysia's cxportslast year amounting to 922 million pounds sterling
(about M$4.3billion)whi lc Britainexported goods worth 593 million pounds
sterling (aboutM$2.7billion)toMalaysia over the same period.

+We arc doing Lhings here as well as you are doing things in Britain, -
Bri tishicounsellors have beenasked try ‘your Prime Minister to improve the
teaching of’ Iagl ish language in Malaysian schools,+ he said.

+For exampl ¢, your car theProtonSaga is now therbest selling car of
it:;; class illBritain, +hesai 0.

Both the countrieshaveworkedouta twinning agreement to bring 1,500
Malaysian students toBritainfor training as English language teachers.

He also said that Britain had provided 1 .35 million pounds sterling’
(about MS6G. 3 mi 1l ion) towards research programme Lo bq conducted in
Malaysia for sustainable development of forests in Southeast Asia. == more
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The BritishlForeignSecrcetary sa id Brita i nwas nowthel argest investor
in Malaysia { rom Burope, itsinvestmentstotallingabout 2.5 billion pounds
sterling(aboutM$S11.7 bi 11 ion).

+hr Maliatl i rhadmade it ¢l ear tha L more British high-tech investments
W i 1lbewvelceomed in Malaysia,+ he added. .

Britainhadhelped wi theoncessionary f inance for various projects and
Malaysia hadbeenthe 1 argest singlerecipient of about 300 million pounds
ster) i nglaboutMSl. 4 il lion) i nl986 forprojects worth over one billion
pounds sterling(aboutM54.7bi1 1 ion), includingthe North Butterworth.
containerlermi nal and thePergau hydro-electric scheme.

On defence, Brita in'was also selling 28 Hawkaireraft, two frigates and
air defence radar command control commmi cation equipment..

tWe have amajorcomni tmcent: tothe Malaysian Armed Forces, we are glad
about i tandwi lcontinuetolionour it., +hecadded. -- more
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Hurd sa id thatduring Wi s tvo~daystay here, hefoundthat Britain in
the éur(_:]m.m Commun i Ly ond Malaysia in Asean wereatease wi th each other

+We 07 scussedUhiinys eas i1 y and comfortably because o have shared
object ives, webothwant theorganisationstomove i fthe

headdoed. .
He foresaw more intensi ve andproductivepolitical discussions between

thetwocountricsaseventsmovedandas their organisations chang ed .
Farlicr, in his lecture, Hurd expressed his opi nions on international
issuesincluding the f tghting in Bosnia-Herzeqovina. --- Bernama
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