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KLJALA LLrMPUR, Sat. - 
The tourism industry in Ma- 
laysia still has tremendous 
potential to develop rapidly! 
Prime Mimster Datuk Serr 
;I Mahathrr Mohar%%tBmd-- 

refoaay. 
He said that while tour- 

ism was the primary sector 
in the economy of some 
countries, it was only the 
third largest foreign ex- 
change earner in Malaysia. 

“The number of people in- 
volved in this industry is 
still small. Apart from cer- 
tain scenic spots which are 
frequented by tourists dur- 
ing sch 01 holidays, there 
are rr..ny other attractive qP 
places which are yet to be 
popularised. 

“Since tourism can play a 
pivotal role in boosting na- 
tional income and upgrad- 
ing the living standards of 
the people, the Government 
will continue to encourage 
the development of the in- 
dustry,” he said when 
launching the 1994 Visit Ma- 
laysia Year publicity cam- 
paign at the Putra World 
- 

He said that following the 

P 
ositive result of Visit Ma- 
avsia Year. 1990, the Gov- 

ernment decided to launch a 
similar progranune for 1994 
to ensure continued success 
in coming years. 

Dr Mahathir said Visit 
Malaysia Year 1990 had 
helped to improve the quali- 
ty of culture and arts which 
had begun to,have a greater 
following. 

“The tourism industry 
has helped to develop Ma- 
laysian culture and arts and 
today they no longer are 
mere subjects for research.” 

Dr Mahathir said domes- 
tic tourism should become 
the basis of the industry’s 
growth. 

“This will prevent any 
negative effects on the in- 
dustry when there is a drop 
in arrival of foreign tourists 
due to war or global eco- 
nomic slump.” 

He said in developing the 
industry, emphasis should 
be given to promoting do- 
mestic tourism by providing 
facilities which were within 
reach of the ordinary peo- 
ple. 

are norma!@ 
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m the high 
income group, ocal visitors 
comprise all sections of soci- 
ety.” 

Dr Mahathir said careful 
planning should be made tc 
prevent any adverse effecl 
on the environment when 
ever tourism projects wen 
implemented. 

“Entrepreneurs involved 
in tourism should be aware 
that foreign tourists come to 
Malaysia to enjoy its scenic 
and natural attractions 
which are no longer avail- 
able in their own countries. 

“If the environment and 
natural surroundings are 
destroyed, then foreign 
pot;;;; will no& come to our 

Re urged those involved 
in the industry and the peo- 
ple to treat tourists well at 
a!1 times and never fleece 
them. 

“What is important is to 
ensure the long term heaith 
of the industry. Attempting 
to make a fast buck at the 
expense of the tourist is not 
only being shortsighted but 
will hurt the industrv as a 
whole.” 
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