NAM vital to counter

‘power of'North nations

Gy
KUAL
The Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), which meets in Ja
karta from Sept 1-6 is dill a
reievant bodv to counter the
absolute power of the devel-
oped countries, Datuk Seri
Dr_Mahathir Mo said
today.

He said NAM mav be irrel-
evant in terms of definition
and role but was till a use-
ful group to counter other
big V%roups.

‘We see the developed
countries in the North as
having absolute strength
and they need to be coun-
tered by another force so
that there would be a bal-
ance,” he told reporters af-
ter chairing a Barisan Na-
sional supreme council
meeting a the Umno head-
quarters. o
~ The Prime Minister, who
is expected to attend the
NAM meeting mn Jakarta,
was responding to questions
on the movement’s rele-
vance following thedisinte-
gration of the Soviet Union.

Many Asean |eaders had
said that the role of NAM
needed to be redefined.
~ The Jakarta NAM meet-
g(wjg is expected to be attend-

by about 100 developing
countries.

Dr Mahathir said if NAM
was o irrelevant that it had
to be abolished, then it
would leave the world with
owe “super-super power in
¢he North which can do any-

" thing it pleases’ o

“That is why NAM is till
relevant. Maybe we need to
change its ‘definition, role
and even name but (it is
inappropriate) to say it is
irrdevant,” he sad.
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On calls that sanctions be
imposed on Myanmar to
stop its anti-democracy op-

ression, Dr Mahathir sad

aaysia would prefer a per-
suasive approach to sanc-
tions.

He said sanctions could
not be imposed on al coun-
tries because they would
cause suffering to the peo-

ple. .

Referring to the sanctions
that were imposed on South
Africa, he sad there was no
other way ?for_ce the country
to dismantle its oppressive
apartheid regime? and
moreover, it was called by
the people, especially the
blacks.

As for Myanmar, he sad

there had been no request
from the people and further-
more, Malaysia felt it was
not the best recourse.
“They (the Myanmars)
are adready suffering,and we
do not see sanctions good or
effective. Our approach is to
use persuasion and show
that the democratic system
is better than the Myan-

mar’'s system,” he said.
Dr Mahathir said sanc-
tions had to be considered

on the basis of individual-

country’s requirements.

~ He said besides consider-
ing the peopl€’s request, an-
other factor to consider was
whether it would be effec-
tive before a decision was
made.
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