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EIA: States
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By Azmi M. Anshar
and Vijiyan Menon

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
Prime Minister Qa;gk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad fo-
“day advised State Govern-
ments not to ignore the rec-
ommendations of
environmental impact as-
sessment (EIA) reports
when carrying out projects.

He said the Government
had the power to act if devel-
opment projects implement-
ed by State Governments
caused environmental deg-
radation.

“For example, a certain
State Government may
have allowed a factory to
operate on State land, but if
that factory causes pollu-
tion we can still take ac-
tion,” he told reporters after
chairing a Barisan Nasional
supreme council meeting at
the Umno headquarters
here.

He was asked to respond
to Press reports that certain
States had ignored EIA rec-
ommendations to speed up
development projects.

Reacting to the proposal
to set up a panel of consul-
tants to ensure EIA evalua-
tions are made on a uniform
basis, Dr Mahathir said the
Government wanted to im-
pose standard requirements
for all development pro-
jects.

He said an EIA report that
was strictly followed in one
place and disregarded at an-
other would cause prob-
lems.

Often, EIA reports for
similar projects were based
on different standards de-
pending on whether they
were prepared by individual
consultants or: panels of
consultants.

“That is why we want to
simpli{y the process to expe-
dite the development pro-
cess,” he added.

Dr Mahathir acknowl-
edged that EIA standards in
Malaysia could sometimes
be higher than those in de-_
veloped countnes
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Projects had also been in-
terrupted to ensure strict
compliance with EIA recom-
mendations, he added.

‘“This is because the Gov-
ernment gives top priority
to enviromental preserva-
tion and because we are civ-
ic-conscious and responsi-
ble,” he said.

Nevertheless, Dr Ma-
hathir said, it must be re-
membered that the coun-
try’s growths is important
for the people and unneces-
sary delays should not be
allowed.

He said there would be no
time limit for the compila-
tion of EIA reports although
the Department of Environ-
ment (DOE) had ruled that a
report should be completed
within four months,

This was because some
EIAs needed indepth study
while others did not.

“If a time frame is im-
posed, it can cause some in-
convenience,” he added.

Meanwhile, commenting
on the same issue, Science,
Technology and Environ-
ment Minister Law Hieng
Ding said State Govern-
ments were very supportive
of standard guidelines on
the preparation of EIA re-
ports.

“We are in the process of
simplifying the preparation
of EIA reports and are work-
ing out a standard format,”
he told reporters after chair-
ing the sixth meeting of
Ministers and State Execu-
tive Councillors in charge of
environment at the minis-
try.

Law also said the DOE

was now processing EIA re-
ports faster although there
was no increase in the num-
ber of its staff. It now pro-
cesses 21 per cent of ElA
reports submitted every
month compared to only 0.4
per cent previously.

Despite the increased pro-
ductivity, he said the Gov-
ernment was still not satis-
fied and the Cabinet had
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_t further speed up process-

ing.

Until July this year, the
ministry had received 103
- ElA reports of which-47-had
been processed. He de-
scribed this as a satisfactory
feat. :
“The delays in the padt
were not the fault of the
DOE. The fault lay with
some unqualified and igno-
rant consultants who sub-
mitted incomplete EIA re-
ports,” he added.

To overcome the preblem
of firms employing unquali-
fied consultants, Law said
those undertaking the com-
gilation of EIA reports must

e registered with the min-
istry and must comply with
a new set of guidelines.

On another matter, he
said the ministry had decid-
ed to permit local authori-
ties to implement laws gov-
erning noise levels as this
would be more effective.

“The Cabinet has decided
to allow the Road Transport
Department to take action
against those violating
smoke emission standards
without the need for the po-
lice or DOE officials to be
present,” he said.

On appeals by quarry op-
erators producing aggregate
for the Government to re-
open the sites shut down for
causing pollution to over-
come the current shortage
of the material, Law said
they would not be allowed
to use the shortage as an
“excuse” to continue pollut-
ing the environment. ;
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