
Strive to
be more ’

eficient ,
PM tells
farmers

KUANTAN, Thurs. -Farm-
ers, poultry breeders, fisher-
men and others involved in,
the agricultural sector need
to improve their manage-
ment skills and be more effi-
cient in facing the chal-
lenges of the future.

tid
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ama
said today they must also
develop a more professional
approach towards farm
work to bring out the best in
terms of their produce.

The changing interna-
tional trade practices, var-
ied forms of protectionism
and competition from coun-
tr ies producing similar
kinds of agricultural pro-
duce were some of the prob-
lems the agricultural sector
had to face as the nation
moved towards the year
2020, he added.

Farmers, poultry breeders
and fishermen must not
take these challenges light-
ly in view of the fact that the
agricultural sector was still
the major income earner for
the rural people.

Of equal importance was
the fact that the sector sup-
plied food to the country, he
said when opening the 1992
National Farmers, Poultry
Breeders and Fishermen’s
Day celebration at the Inde-
ra Mahkota Agricultural
Park near here.

In trying to meet the
country’s  future  needs ,
farmers, poultry breeders
and f ishermen must  be
ready to accept changes
aimed at improving not just
their livelihood but the sec-
tor itself.

Object ing to  changes
would only slow down the
process of- making agricul-
ture more modern, produc-
tive and efficient which
would subsequently provide
farmers with better income
and standard of living.

He said those who stub-
bornly objected to changes
would have a lesser chance
of improving themselves.

The time would come
when a decision would have
to be made. Dr Mahathir
said.

““f we want to be farmers,
it is better that we prepare
for any eventuality from
now on and make the neces-
sary preparations.

“Just as our towns are no
longer confined to rows of
single or double-storey sho-
phouses but full of sky-
scrapers, the rural areas



Migration
of rural
youths

or plantation companies.
“Maybe there are?‘those

who are disappoint
t

with
the disappearance of e tra-
ditional village!&;” But
changes had started to oc-
cur since ,rqbben -was
brought’@ Malaysia,.-

“Our ‘traditiona  kam_-
pungs are actually more of-
ten full of dilapidated, non&
dok (shack), dirty and
without modern ame ‘ties,”
he said, P

Leading a life against the
ba;*jjz”,h.ff;;ag;
might be beautiful as d$pict-
ed in a painting, but to*con-
tinue so might not be suit-
able for modern times, he
added.

Dr Mahathir said’ good
characteristics from the tra-
ditional village codd be
maintained but the village
itself should be better re-
structured to reflect current
lifestyles and needs.

Among those present at
the opening were Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Mohamed
Khalil Yaakob, Agriculture
Minister Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid, Human Resources
Minister Datuk Lim Ah Lek,
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machinery because not only
was this possible but. often
machine operations; were
more efficent. i

time in. Malaysia but effi-
ciency is still lacking as
management methods are

owners and vegetable  farm-
ers to increase their’%utput
if they adopted large-scale
estate farming approaches.
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