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DO NOT RAISE TRIVIAL ISSUES OV :R COMMONWEALTH GAMES, SAYS DR M
Mahathir-Sukom
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u!)

XIJALA LIJMPUR,.  Ott 3  (Bernama  1 -- Prime Minister Datu% Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today advised those entrusLed  with organising’ the Commonwealth
Games in 1938 to c0ncentrat.e  on just that and not raise .rrivi.al  issues.

+The important thing is for us to make adequate preparations for the
s Commorlweal  th Games,+ he told reporters after ‘chairing a meeting of the Umno

Supreme Council at the party headquart-ers here.
Dr Mahathir was askqd -to comment d:n the reported dissat,isfaction  of t h e

Olympic Council. o$ Malaysia (OCM)’  with regard to statements made by Youth
and Sports Minister Senator Anxuar Muss  on preparations ‘by Malaysia to host
the games.

One of the issues was the annonncernen.1:.  on the appoinlment.  of former
Chief of DeferIce E’orces  Jen (R) 7’an Srj. Hashim  M o h a m e d  9_1i  as Chief
E x e c u t i v e  Offi~:er  (CEO) of Sukom, the corporate body which will orgariise
‘the  gamt-ls .

The OCM was reportedly shocked ah what it fe.l:L was premature
an,rlouncement  of ,t.he  name of the chief  executive whj ch i 1: said was c o n t r a r y
t-.0 t_hc CommonweaI.th  Games PedcratAorr  (CGL:)  chi~r’I,er.  -- more
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Dr Mahathir said misunderstandings could be avoi_ded  or resolved if
those involved did not bother about_  who was senior and junior and why one
was noL  informed (before an announcement; was made) .

+If ,there has been a technical. error,
a problem,+ he said.

we rect i fy  the ma;t,ter:, it is not.
.s

He said the problem with sports ri.71  the country was t,ha t, +the
wvetition  in the boardroom is more intense  and explosive than that on the
f ie ld+.

On speCulati.on  in a Chinese newspaper yesterday that Sukom CEO Hashim
would  be appointed the Datuk Bandar of 1CuaJ.a  Lumpur, Dr Mahathir said there
was no such legal c o n d i t i o n .

+R.u t if you want to speculate r ,car;;y on.
heal thy specuI.,at;io.n  is 6kay ,+ he Sidi(f..

We are no.t angered because
I r

Dr Mahathi-r sai.d,  however , that no decisiou  had beer] made on who would
succeed Tan Sri Elyas Omar as the Datuk Bandar. Elyas resigned on Sept 3.7.
af.ter cit.ing  responsibi l i ty  for  a l leged irregular-i:ti.es  ii1 the  purchase  of
cars by Kuala Lumpur  City Hall,. -- Bernama
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