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NEED FOR ARRANGEMENT TO MONITOR PASSAGE OF SHIPS IN MELAKA  STRAITS
Mahathir -s t ra i ts
bm Qa @
KUALA LUMPIER,  Ott 6  (Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad  said today ther’e was a need ‘to have an arrangement to monitor
passarle of ships in the Straits of Melaka.

This was to ensure that not only countries of. ,the region were burdened
with  .the cost of ln~intaining  security and s!fety. of .tbc waterway,  he added.

Dr Mahathir s-ai,d  he would discuss with the other two lr:t4oral  states,
Indonesia and Singapore, the form of arrangement to introduce which would
be fa i r  to  a l l  quaqters, including shippers and other, countries.

Wi.thout  any arrangement, it, was now a lawless situation  i n  t h e  s t r a i t s ,
he told reporters at the RMAF base here on his return fro,n Brunei
Darussalam where he had attended the 25th anniversary celebrations of the
as$cension to the throne of Sultan Hassanal Bolltiah.

Dr Mahathir sqid  the lawless LYIc*“tu;rit.ion  put the brunt on the li t toral
states to bear the high cost of maintaining security in the straits and
also  to  f ight  o i l  sp i l l s after aTI accident .

It was for this reason that Malavsia  of ten  s t ressed the  impor tance  of ‘,
imposing a levy for ships passing through the straits,  he said. -- more
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+Although  the  Stra i ts  of  Melaka is an international waterway and
everyone has the right to use it, we suffer whenever there is a mishap and

L u m p u r

would have to incur heavy expenditure,+ he said,. , _
The Prime Minister said .that as an intermtidna1 ,waterw&y,  the straits

should  be  made an  in ternat ional  responsibi l i ty . .
+A.t  least they (the users of ,the  straits) shbuld  meet  the  cos t  of

maintaining security and cleanliness of the waterway so thnt we will not be-
burdened with a heavy expendi t.ure,+ he said.

He also said that the pollution of the -waters of Langkawi not only
resulted in heavy financial cost to the country but also :rad an adverse’
effect on fishing and tourism. -- Bernama
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