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KLJALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
Bumiputera contractors can
only be considered success-
ful ‘when they can compete
with other contractors in
the “private sector arena”,
Datuk Seri i

hamad sald o0 ister aid

as long as they had to be
ependent on “government
privileges for contracts they
could not be considered suc-
cessful even though th
could undertake contracts
worth millions of ringgit.
He said,, however, govern-
ment priviieges coufd not be
iven forever. There was a
Imit to everything. *
But the” Government
could not withdraw (the
privileges) just yet because
they ml%ht ‘ot Succeed, he
sad at t e/oPenlng of a spe-
cia course for Bumiputera
building contractors at the
Public Works Mdaysia In-
gtitutein Ban%i near here.
Also present were Deputy
Works Minister Kerk Choo
Ting; Chief Secretary to the
Government, Tan Sri Ah-
mad Sarji Abdul Hamid; and
Public Works director-gen-
era Tan Sri Abdul Rahman
Y aacob.

When replying to a ques-
tion by reporters later, Dr
Mahathir said although
there was no tie frame for
the removal of the privi-
leges, the contractors them-

ves should realise that af-
ter 35 years of independence
and government assistance,
they could not depend on
the’Government much long

er.
In his speech, Dr Ma-
s hathir likened the contrac-
tors as patients in hospitals
and sad if they could not
walk, the doctors could give
them the crutches to assist
them to walk but they
would be advised to exercise
to get rid of the crutches as
soon as possible. ]

Dr Mahathir said he did
not see why Bumiputera
contractors could not com-

ete with the others when

umiputera, architects and
engineers did not have to
depend on the Government.
e also stressed on the
need to find out the reasons
why Bumiputera contrac-
tors could not be as success-
ful as other contractors.

“It is important that a
study be made to find out
abodt this,” he said. .

“We have to identify the
‘disease’ so that remedial ac-

tion can be taken.”

He said Bumiputera con-
tractors also should not be
shy to identify their weak-
nesses and take steps to
overcome them.

“They should not blame
others ‘but themselves for
their failure.”

He said there was dso a
need for contractors to
change their work attitude.

“Some contractors, in-
stead of concentrating on
the projects they receive,
leave it to others to ¢
out the work for them. Suc
contractors do not know
how to do their work.”

. He said some contractors
in their desire to win con-
tracts, quoted a very low
tender price with theé hope
of getting some money to
paesthew other debts. ~
n the course partici-
Pants, Dr Mahathir said
hey would be given certain
%rlwleges in “undertakin

overnment projects but i
they failed to undertake
them successfully after one
or two times, they could not
expect anymore assistance
infuture. o
-He Said the kind of privi-
leges to be extended to them
would be decided by the
Public Works Department.
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