
Dr Mahathir calls‘-for bigger ’

Awan role ?G’EFw world order
By K.P.L;Y;an
KUALA LUMPUK, Thurs. --
Asean must resolve to play
a major role in making the
new world order a better
and more caring one, Datum
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
&ii0ilay.

The Prime Minister said
the world order should be
comprehensively improved,
characterised  by greater
justice and anchored in the
principle of equality and
mutual respect.

He said it should be wed-
ded to the principle of global
frater$ty  and the democrat-
rcc;t.;.jaFp  of all states,

Delivering the keynote
address at the first Asean
Congress on the theme
Asean  -- the Next Genera-
tion: Old Wisdom and New
Directions,, organised by
Asean-Institute  of Strategic
and International Studies,
he said:

“lf we sit still and do noth-
ing, the new world order

will be made without us.
Asean must clearly and de-
liberately decide that this
will not come to pass. Asean
must act to make the new
world order not only new
but also better.”

Dr Mahathir said it was
also imperative that Asean
olaved a role in ensurina an
open  global system. -

This, he said, was to en-
sure that the regional econ-
omies of Europe, America
and East Asia would be the
epitome of open regionalism
and that thev would enrich
the linkages and the pro-
cesses of interdependence.

“Asean will have to act
with force and statesman-
ship to strengt

‘a
en our posi-

tion with the E st Asian re-
gional economy while
maintaining and even en-
hancing our linkages with
the Western European bloc
and the Nafta bloc.

“If we are successful, we
will be making an impor-
tant contribution to an open
global economy, to an open

Western Euroue  and an
open Nafta”. -

Dr Mahathir said it was
crucial that the present
global trading system opens
up, widens and deepens and
it was crucial to ensure that
all the integrating regional
economies become process-
es for increasing open re-
donalism.

He also stressed the im-
portance for the world to
ensure that the economic
intercourse and linkages be-
tween the East Asian, the
Western Europe and Nafta
(North American Free
Trade Agreement) econo-
mies were widened and
deepened.

“A Fortress Europe, a For-
tress America and a ‘For-
tress East Asia will be ca-
lamitous to all of us.”

He said while peace and
harmonious relations had
been the bedrock of Asean,
the time had come to bring
economics to the core of the
Asean enterprise.

In a world where interna-

tional relations were being
dictated by economic co6
siderations. he said. failure
to have an’effective, mean-
ingful and workable pro-
gramme of economic co-op-
eration that ensures a stake
for all would only make
Asean a toothless tiger rath-
er than the aspired econom-
ic ti
2

er.
ter a modest achieve-

ment in economic co-opera-
tion, Asean  recently made a
giant leap forward towards
far-reaching economic co-
operation by agreeing to the
Common Effective Preferen-
tial Tariff (CEPT)  arranae-
ment that would iead to the
Asean Free Trade Area
within 15 years.

Dr Mahathir said Asean
must ensure that CEPT
works so that the process of
trade liberalisation would
be completed within 15
years,, although it was Ma-

%% ’ bt?t!~m:;““L  y?$
sooner.

He added that since Asean

had a
isteria Conference” system3

reductive “post-Min-

at the end of the annual
Asean Ministerial Meeting
there was a need to develop
the Asean Economrc  Minis-
ters Meeting in a similar
direction to enrich the pro-
cess and making it more
productive for national and
regional interests.

Later speaking to the
Press, he said economic
matters were covered dur-
ing the Asean Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting but as eco-
nomic matters became
corn licated, there was a
nee% for the issues to be
taken up by economic min-
isters.

He added that there were
details which had to be tak-
en into consideration and
that only the economic min-
isters would be in a better
position to highlight prob-
lems requiring decision-
making. In his speech,
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efforts but also pave the
way for their eventual mem- east Asia were joined to-

expansion of
by a common sense within Asean.

of vision and purpose could “And there will be several
there be mutual trust, peace NIEs.  And should Vietnam,
and stability in the region.

“Economically, it would
LaosCambodia  and Myan-

- be fair to envisage that by
mar &in Asean there will be
NIIXs%Bnd  near-NIEs  enjoy-

2017,  at the end ofthe Asean in
second generation, there d

common prosperity with
re uced  economic gaps.”

could be more than one de- Dr Mahathir said there
veloped industrial country has .#etm recent questions*

Asean,, says Dr Mahathi$
whether Asean  was super-
fluous and whether it v&
any longer necessary.

“In Malaysia we have a
saying: ‘Do not throw away
the stick once you have
crossed the river’. Asean
has clearly been an invalu-
able instrument to
meet the t

elp us
challeng  s that

have confronted us over the
last quarter century.

“We should be grateful to
the stick that has helped us
cross the many rivers to get
to where we are t&day.

“&me we have so many
more‘rivers to cross in the
days ahead, Asean’s  agenda
for the second generation is

long and demanding.
“It is the height of folly to

take Asean  for granted. In-
stead now is the time to take
Asean  to a new plane and
new horizons.

“It is indeed time to re-
commit ourselves to old wis-
gin;nrid new directions,”
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