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MAHATHIR WANTS INFO ON PURCHASE OF GOLF MEMBERSHIP
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METALING  JAYA, Ott’ 27 (Bernama) -- The Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad  said today he would seek details of Mara Holdings Sdn
BFIU’S  purchase of the Rahman Putra Golf Club membership costing $28.35
million last week.

Dr Mahathir said he wanted to know reasons for the purchase and whether
it was discussed fi_Iir;t or had complied with existing procedures.

+Sometimes  altbough  a purchase is in order, it may be unwise.. this must
be taken into account,+ he told reporters after opening -t’lie  Optical
Communication Engineering Sdn Bhd _fac.t.ory at Jalan Semangat here. The $60-
million factory produces optic fibre and optic fibre cable.

Dr Mahathir sajd Mara’s role.was  to enhance the position of the Malays
in business aad education and the purchase of the golf -club membership in
actrial fact was contrary to the aim of setting up Mara.

+Despite  this we want to know as’ there may be certain xeasons  ( behind
the .purchase of -the 450 Rahman Putra Golf membership. The c:~ub is situated
at the outskirts of the federal capital) ,+ he said. -- more
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He said Mara Holdings Sdn Bhd would have to submit a report on the
purchase.

Dr Mahathir also commented  on  -the several fires occurring lately, the
latest yesterday, when fire razed the Pulau Pinang Road Transport
Depar tment  (JPJ) destroying at. least 300,000 files and vehicle,Cocuments.

He said there would not be fires if all parties followed procedures.
Two weeks ago fire gutted the control tower at the Kuala Lumpur

International Airport, the second in six months.
Dr Mahathir said there should be copies of records ancl microfilms of

documents and they should be kept in other places to prevent destruction by
fires. -- more
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He said if this was not done, .what had happened to the National Survey
and Mapping Department here could recur causing diff’i’cul  ties to all.

The Prime Minister advised al.1 parties to be more careful to prevent
f i r e s  f rom b reak ing  ou t ;

+As there are no records now, some people not paying their dues can get
away scat free (as a result of ,the destruction of files and documents at
the  Pulau Pinang JPJ fire 1 ,+ he sai.d. (

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said the indicator of a nation’s progress
was the existence of a complete and well-maintained infrastructure system
which all the people .could  use.

He said it. was m e a n i n g l e s s for the nation to be proud of its developed . .
‘ m a n u f a c t u r i n g  sectcrr  if .basic faci l i t ies  l ike  e lectr ic i ty ,  water ,“  t ransport ’
and communications were not developed in tandem.’ ‘, . .

+Total  national development requires balanced..~level.opment  in  a l l
sectors or at least the gap is not very evident;.. We must ensure that the
rural sector is not left far behind,+ he said. .’ .

If this happened if would affect government’s efforts ‘& provide social ‘.
judtice  to the people, he said. -- more
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Optical Communica  Lion (Opcom)  Engineering, chairman, Da,;uk  Tiong Hiew
King said the factory could produce. 120,000 km of optic f”lbre and 8,000 km
of optic cable f ibre a year.

Optic fibre technology, devel.oped in mid-1970, have a transmission rate
of between 1,000 and 100,000 times more t,han ordinary stee?. cable.

H e  s a i d  Opcom  .would  soon bui1.d i t s second  factory tha,t would double i ts
p r o d u c t i o n .  ,-.
Besides aiming to be the largest producer of optic fibre and optic
cable fibre in Southeast Asia, the company planned to increase the use of
local materials’ t.o 80 per cent within three years.

Health Minister -Datuk Lee Kim Sai, Minister of Science, Tfxhnology  and
,

Environment Datuk Law Hieng Ding were present,. -- Bernama
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