
PM: Special rights of Sabah,,\

R&view of
By K.P. Waran l’ Ihfbftiation Minister Datuk ’

Mohamed Rahmat and for-
mer Sabah Chief Minister
Datuk Harris Salleh had re-
cently called on the Federal
Government to review the
powers accorded to Sabah
and Sarawak, including
their autonomy on immigra-
tion matters.

KUALA LUMPUR,  Sat. -
The s ecial
corde dp

privileges ac-
to Sabah and Sara-

wak under the 20-point  In-
ter-Governmental
Committee Agreement
signed in 19631will  be re-
viewed, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamadisaid today.

The Prime Minister said
this would be aimed at
bringing about greater inte-
gration of Malaysians.

The IGCA is the basis b
which Sabah and SarawaE
joined the Federation of Ma-
laysia in 1963. It outlines the
States’ rights 01:~~ immigra-
tion. 4~ I”~‘:! and the Bor-
r‘,o:,:+:,i  i~)n  concept which
r,?bs for locals heading fed-
eral departments and agen-
cies in the States.

Dr Mahathir said the
agreement should have un-
dergone a review after 10
years.

“‘Because they (the two
States) were not so keen on
it, we did not do anything
but after more than 25 years
of the formation of Malav-
sia, it will be good if we se6k
ways :a integrate all Malay-
sians,’ he said.

Responding to reporters’
questions after opening the
Bukit Kiara Equestrian and-
Country Resort in Bukit
Kiara her&, Dr Mahathir
said Sarawak had asked the
Federal Government to un-
dertake the review.

He said the review was
also necessary to erase the
dispute on the finality of the
powers of the State and the
Federal Government.

When asked by reporters
about the areas under the
20.point  agreement which
needed to be reviewed, he
said some quarters had
raised the question of the
powers of the Federal Gov-
ernment and State Govern-
ment.

“We should not be think-
ing which areas come under
the State and which come
under Federal jurisdiction
since we are one c untry.

“The powers I State Gov-9@@
ernments had/been decided
and this will not be revoked,
In the case of Sabah and
Sarawak. they have some
special privileges which
were accorded to them tem-
porarily and this has to be
reviewed,” he said,

llmno Youth leader Da-
tuk Sari Najib Tun Razak,

Recently, the Sabah State
Government declared that
eople from the

R
eninsula

ave to produce tReir pass-
~~)o;,at  entry points in the

_rrevlously,  they needed
only to fill a simple form

P
‘ving th&r personal details
or travel between Peninsu-

lar Malaysia and Sabah.
They could have their pass-
par+ endorsed as an alter-
native. Sabahans travelling
to Peninsular Malaysia are
currently required only to
fill a similar form.

When asked whether the
review would cover the use
of passports by Malaysians
entering Sabah, Dr Ma-
hathir said that matter
would be left to the Sabah
State Government.

“We ho
g

e they will seek
ways to o away with the
restriction,” he said, adding
that there were no restric-
tions for those from Sabah
and Sarawak to be active in
various fields in the penin-
sula.

He said there were some
people from the two States
owning large companies
and even news aper
lishing firms in tg

pub-

la.
e peninsu-

He said, therefore, people
should not be suspicious of
the move to integrate all
Malaysians.

When asked to comment
on the call by PBS vice-pres-
ident Datuk Zaki Gusmiah
that the next Sabah State
election be considered as a
referendum on Sabah’s con-
tinued presence in Malay-
sia, Dr Mahathir said a ref-
erendum was already held
under the Cobbold  Commis-
sion in 1963 to enabie the
people of Sabah to make
theiichoice.

“If we want to have a ref-
erendum everyday, it is go-
ing to be difficult.” he said.

He also warned that it was
dan erous to incite people

aon t e question of a referen-
dum and the issue of “Sabah
for Sabahans” as this could
lead to racial strife.
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