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NO NEED FOR REFERENDUM, SAYS MAHATIlIR
Mahathir - Referendum ‘)2-
KIJALA LUMPUR, Ott 1.3 (Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad  said today a referendum need not be held to review the ‘powers of
-the  sabah and Sarawak Governments as‘ thi.:; can l.ead to a’ tense atmosphere in
the country.

He said the Sabah Government was deliberately raising the issue of
referendum to create hatred among the Sabah people for the Federal
Government.

+If we allow Sabah to hold a referendum whenever a review was to be
made other states will also dema.nd  that a re.ferendum  be held and in ‘the end
this  country  wi l l  b$ in chao?; as being experi.enced  in Yugoslavia at
present,,+ he told reporters at the Kuala Lumpur International Airport
before leaving for Hong Xong .

+In fact, -the Sabah Government led by Datuk joseph Pairin  Kitingan is
trying to isolate Sabah,+ Dr Mahathir added.

+When,  we (Fed&al. Government) say s o m e t h i n g  about,  t.he  state, they
(Sabah Government 1 accuse us :of trying to separate the state but in fact it
is they who are t.rying to do th.at,-+  he said. -- more
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The Prime Minister had said last Saturday that ?hk powers of the Sabah
and Sarawak Governments should be reviewed as a review had not been made so
f a r .

In fact.  such a review should be done every 10 years with a view to
integrat ing tidO- bah and Sarawak with Peninsular Malaysia, he had said.

Former Sabah Chief Minister Tun Datu Haji  Mnstapha bin Datu Harun,’  who
was also at the airport to see off the Prime Minister, said the time had
come for a review of such powers and it need not necessarily be through a
referendum.

+The  review could be made through discussions,hetwee:n  the leaders of
the states -and the Federal Government,+ he said.

+The.  review is for a good’ aim.. for the unity of the people and national
integration and prevent dictatorship,+ he said

Datu Mustapha said: +Pairin  ‘wants  a referendum because he wants to
champion the concept of Sabah for Sabahan s and  Malays ia  fo r  Malays ians .+

On the statement by Bank ,Negara  Governor Tan Sri Jaffar Hussein that
Malaysian graduates ‘lacked fluency in the English Langl!age-,  Dr Mahathir
said stress on. this second language was important. -- more
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Mahathir - R e f e r e n d u m  3  ( l a s t )  Xuala Lumpur ’ ’

The Prime Minister said English was imp0rtan.t  in the world of business
and it should be mastered.

+In fact English is not hard to learn, we only. need to read a lot- of
books written in English,+ he said.

On his 10-day visit .to Hong Kong and Japan, he said he Would  address
the Hong Foreign Correspondents Club and attend the.E.ast  .,!sila/Europe
Economic forum at which he would touch on the East Asia Ec~nornic  Caucus
(EAEC)  . i i

During his -unofficial vi sit t.o Japan, he would’ discuss. investment. with
Japanese industrialists and tour i.ndnstrial  projects in ,that country. ’

Dr Mahathir would also meet his Japanese counterpart Kiichi  Miyazawa
and former Japanese Prime M.inister  Yasubiro  Nakasone. -- Rernama
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