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SUBANG, Tues. - The Sa-
bah Government cannot
hold a referendum on its
own for the review of the 20-
point Inter-Government
Committee Agreement
(IGCA), Dat I&_--.

!_a~~;:;
Sabah still insisted on doing
so, the federal government
would have to study the pro-
vision under the Constitu-
tion first.

the Europe/East Asia Eco-
nomic Forum and to address
the Foreign Correspondents
Club there.

when the’ referendum
should be held, Pairin stated
that going back to the peo-
nle in an election would be
.one form of referendum,

World Economic Forum.
In Japan, he will visit two

or three industrial projects
and meet Jananese busi-

the national language was
Fzemg  neglected and forgot-

“We will continuZ?%s*am
our own language,\ but
whether we like it or not,
English is important in the
commercial world now.

“Probably when it be-

“But this (holding a refer-
endum individually) is not
appropriate. If all states de-
cide to hold referendums,
there will be disunity like
what is happening in Yugo-
slavia,” he said.

He was responding to
questions by reporters on
the call by Sabah Chief Min-
ister Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kitingan that there should
be a referendum for the re-
view of the IGCA.

“He (Pairin)  always raised
issues which could cause
disunity among Malay-
sians,” he told reporters at
the Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport before leav-
ing for Hong Kong to attend

He said there was no such
thing as having a referen-
dum to get the.people’s  re-
s onse on the review of the
&CA  the basis by which
Sabad and Sarawak joined
the Federation of Malaysia.

“If there is, then it should
be held throughout the
country.

“Maybe there are people
who do not want Sabah to
join Malaysia. We must give
the right to others too.”

On whether an election
could also be considered as
a referendum, Dr Mahathir
said that they are two differ-
ent things.

Dr Mahathir had said that
the special previleges ac-
corded to Sabah and Sara-
wak under the 1963 agree-
ment would be reviewed to
bring about greater integra-
tion of Malaysia.

(Last Sunday Pair-in stat-
ed in Kota Kinabalu that he
would support a review of
the IGCA orovided  it was
carried out-in the form of a
referendum.

(When asked how and

(Hamid had stated yester-
day that the country’s feder-
al Constitution did not pro-
vide for the holding of
referendums and those with
grievances should refer
them to Parliament or go
through elections.)

Dr Mahathir. accompa-
nied by his wife, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed
Ah, and Foreign Ministry
deputy secretary-general
Datuk Renji Sattiah, is also
scheduled to leave from
Hong Kong for Japan on
Thursday for a one-week un-
official visit.

Those who saw him off at
the airport included Agri-
culture Minister Datuk Seri
Sanusi Junid, Information
Minister Datuk Mohamed
Rahmat, Law Minister Da-
tuk Syed Hamid Albar and
Transport .Minister Datuk

se%%%,“~~gs%~ while in
Hong Kong, he would speak
on regional grouping at the
forum, held under the aus-
pices of the Geneva-based

nessmen and * traders,, ar-
ranged by Japan’s Institute
of Strategic and Economic
Studies.

“The meeting will give me
the opportunity to speak on
Malaysia, its relationship
with Japan, regional co-op-
eration and other relevant
matters, he said.

He will also meet his Japa-
nese counterpart, Kichi
Miyazawa 8ind former Prime
Minister Yasuhiro Naka-
sone during which he might
touch on matters of com-
mon interest, including the
proposed creation of the
East Asia Economic Caucus
to promote freer world
trade.

On the deterioration of
roficiency  in the English

Panguage among local eco-
nomic graduates expressed
by several lecturers, Dr Ma-
hathir said this was true.

“That is why we are giv-
ing emphasis to serious
learning of English,” he
said.

By learning English, he
said, it did not mean that

comes unimportant one
day, we don’t have to learn
it.”

Several lecturers at yes-
terday’s “Nasional Seminar
on Economics Programmes
in Universities: An Evalua-
tion” in Petaling Jaya, men-
tioned the lack of proficien-
cy in English among
economics graduates.

Dr Mahathir also said the
government had recruited
more trained English teach-
ers to improve the standard
of the language of the stu-
dents and would continue to
insti l  greater interest
among the people to learn
the language.

“It is not that difficult to
learn English. What is im-
portant is that we must read
a lot of English books and
speak more of the Ian-
guage.”
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