PM: We are
‘not gagging
foreign Press

From Ahmad A.
Talib

HONG KONG, Wed. — Ma-
laysia welcomes the foreign
Press to set up thelr region-
a offices in Maaysia and
that the Government was
not about to impose new
restrictions on them, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today. o .

The Prime Minister said

he wished to correct the im-
resson among some mem-
ers of the foreign Press
who felt that the recent offi-
cial announcement that
ourndists would have to
ave passes was an attempt
to restrict Press freedom
and movement of its staff.

Dr Mahathir told mem-

bers of the Hong Kong For-
eign Correspondents™ Club
over lunch: “1 wish to cor-
rect the wrong_impression
that Maaysia'is about to
put new restrictions on for-
eign correspondents. Actu-
aly, we are not contemplat-
ing such a thing. )
_ "What we have done is to
insist that journalists dis-
?Iay their tags whenever
hey cover events or_inter-
view persondities. This is
not uncommon. They are re-
quired to do this for security
reasons.

“1 myself wear my name
tag on my coat everyday, in
case people don't kriow who
their Prime Minister is,” he
added amidst laughter from

the audience4

His address at the FCC
was well attended with all
seats taken up. In fact, three
days before he was sched-
uléd to speak, the booking
for seats had closed. The
FCC had to impose restrict-
ed attendance to foreign cor-
respondents only, minus
SPQUSES Or guests. »

Closed-circuit television
was made available for oth-
er Pressmen who covered
the address, which was fol-
lowed by a lively question-
and-ansier session. |

Asked whether he intend-
ed to further liberalise the
Press so as to promote a
more free flow of informa-
tion, Dr Mahathir said the
Pressin Malaysia was free,

That the Press was parti-
san was something that he
readily admitted, he said.

He"added that there were
newspapers which were
supportive of the Govern-
ment but the public seemed
not to notice occasions
when the Press “hammers
the Government”.

He said the country’ sver-
naclar Press also hif out at
the Government, raising
questions about the accura-
cv and Acl:\;l‘edibihtv (ljf tgg‘;
reports. Many people r
p%ﬁ)i the En I?/mppaBas, but
if they read other newspa

ers they will find they are
ree to atack the Govern
ment and persondities.

He said: “The Press is
free. The fact that they hap-

pen to side with one party or
another is something that is
common. There are newspa-
pers in England which sup-
Port the Conservatives and
hose which support the La-
bour Party.” .

The Prime Minister re-
marked that the country
needed a responsible Press!

Reminding his audience,
which represents a wide
spectrum of the media, that
Malaysia existed as a multi-
racial society, Dr Mahathir
said the country could not
afford another 1969 (when
racial riots threatened'to de-

stroy the countrK). )

He stressed that in order
to make the Press more re-
sponsible, they had to sub-
mit to certain_laws.

“The Official Secrets Act
doesn't apply to journalists
alone, it ‘applies to wa¥—
body . . . it's not meant 10
suppress information that is
bad for the Government,
he added. )

He cited the recent issue
of City Hal’s purchase of 22
Volvos without permission.
He added that certain action
had to be taken.

“We don’'t suppress any-
thing . . . it's good for the
Peop e to know about these
hings. . . but you can't
that Journalists are exempt-
ed from the law because
g)urnallsts are like every-

ody else — you break the
law” you face the conse-

uences.
When a member of the

FCC (from the Far Eastern
Economic Review) comment-
ed that the story regarding
the purchase of the Volvos
was made by a member of
the country’s tame Press
the Prime Minister retorted
that he would not agree
with the assumption “that
the Malavsian Press was
tame. ,

. Responding to the ques-
tioner's comments that the
country’s laws had led to
the persecution of the re-
porter who wrate the Volvo
expose and action takencon
the Datuk Bandar. Dr Ma-
hathir said no one has been
persecuted because of tthe
incident.

“1 don’'t know where you
et your information. but so
ar no one has been perse-

cuted. The matter was also
exposed by the Opposition,
and we haven't taken any
action against them as
well,” hesaid, .

_Dr Mahathir said Malay-
siadid not subscribe to com-
plete freedom where people
walked naked in the streets.
He said freedom in Malaysia
had definite limits — one
QUS& bgha\égt at?d conform to

andards Society.

He was askeé/ to elgtgorate

on his views regarding the
proposed East Asia Eco-
nomic Caucus, the hudud
laws which the Keéantan
State Government intends
to introduce and sustained
development vis-avis the
environment.
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