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CONTROL TOWER FIRE SHOWLDN ‘T HAVE HAPPENED, SAYS PM
Mahathir - Subang
From Azman  Ujang
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HONG KONG, Ott 1’5 (Bernama).-- This morning’s control tower fire, at the
Xuala Lumpur International Airport in Subang reflects the still .  poor state,,
of main-lenance  of key points in Malaysia, the Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahathir’ Mohamad said. .I
The fire should not. have happened, he told Malaysian reporters covering

the Prime Minister% three-day visit here which ended today.
+I’m very sad that yet. another fire happened at the Kuala Lumpur

I I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Airport.All  partic1s should have learnt from the last ’
experience to take all precautions that. such an rincident will not happen
again. I don’t know what caused ,the  fire,+ he said.

+I t shouldn’t. .have happened. Why it happened embarrases us. The bottom *
l ine is that.  i t  all  depe:nds  on  the  people  ent rus ted  a t  a l l  levels  and’  hey
should  have been careful (in doing their job) ,,+ he said.

He sa id  most  of  such incidents  were  c.aused  by human fa i lure  and this
should be taken care of.-- .more .

Y15/10/13-30MST  i

> ’

CNS7861
U GE 15-10 00168 EG677

a a e  t b e .*
Mahathir i ‘Subang 2 Hong Kong

; ’
The Prime Minister said although today’.s  fire at first appeared to be

disastrous, he was informed that .the airport could,‘be  r-e-opened to handle
international, flights from 11.30 am.

+While  I’m saddened by this fire, I congratulate all  those concerned ’
for being able to put things back to normal fast,+ he said.’

Asked whether there was a need to set up another committee of inquiry
to  investi:gate  the  f i re , the second al the airpdrt this year, the Prime
Minis’ter  said:+,That’s  what we are hoping for, but we do have ,an
investigating  committee. and yet it happen ‘again ,+

An early morning fire last April’ 6 destroyed .the  airport duty-free
shopping arcades and, three Department of Civil Av,iation  security personnel
perished in the’ incident.

The Prime Minister acknowledged that. one problem ‘in Ma.laysia  was that
of unreplaced old wiring system in old buildings which could c,ause
elect.rical short-circuit. -- more
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Mahathir - Subang 3 Hong Kong :

Dr Mahathir said if .electrical  short-circuit had actually been the
cause of today’s fire, then the government would conduct a more, intensive
re-checking of t,he wirinJ  system at specific installati.ons especially old
b u i l d i n g s  . . .

Asked whether the government was s a t i s f i e d  wi-th the level  of  sa fe ty  a t
key places in Malaysia i.n the wake of two fires at the Kuali~  IJwqm

Internat ional  Airpor t  .wi- thin  a  shor t  lapse of time, the Prime M i n i s t e r
said:+ Of course we are not satisfied as the matter should ‘not have
happened.+ .

s , To another question, Dr. Mahathir replied -that .the reason for ,the Kuala
Lumpur International Airport not’having  an alternate control tower was that
the’ Royal Malaysian Air Force base nearby also had one. . . .

Desides,  there  w&s also the Fire Brigade’s control .tower  which could be
used during emergencies.

+‘This  is why we‘are able .-to normalise operations c~u.i:ckly.  If we were
to provide for everything, it would cost us a lot, ,+ he said.-- more
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Maha thi r - Subang 4 (last) Hong Kong .
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Durin;  his stay at this Asian financial hub, Dr Mahathir held

discussions, w.ith Hong  Kong Governor Christopher Patten and addressed the
Europe/East Asia Economic Forum yesterday.

The forum, attended by 380 chief executive officers of top
multinationals, and corporate and government decision-nakers world-wide,

d iscussed  9lobal  economic and political issues.
This morning Dr Mahathir , who  was accompanied by his wife Datuk Seri
Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali,  met more than 200 Malaysians over
breakfast at the Island Shangri-La Hotel..

He then left for Tokyo for a one-week visit to Japan. ”
In Japan, .Dr Mahathir will deliver a key-note address at il conference

organised by the Mitsui Insti-tute  and hold t a l lis with Prime Minister Kiichi
M i y a z a w a .

Ne is also scheduled to visit  several projects in Sa;)poro..  - -  Bernama
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