Dr M: Leave
developing
natlons alone
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HON KONG Thurs. -+ Ma-
laysia, and developl ng coun-
tres generally, should be
eft aonefor awhileto en-
able them to continue their
grovvth with out ‘having to
with conditions im-

sed on them by develo,
natlons Prime Minister Da-

tuk Sen Dr Mabathir Moha- .

R ma? said.
nswering questlons

from the floor after his key-
note address at the opening
of the Europe-East Asa Eco-
nomic Forum here last
night, he said developed na-
tions should allow the devel-
oping nations to grow first
without al forms of barri-
ers, some of which may
versela%/ affect the stability of

“We can't afford that
we need the stability.
leave us alone for whi e
Dr Mahathir was asked to
elaborate on what he per-
cerved to be attem ts to
ainst develo
countrles y develg

ion

“We ve been asked to ac-
cept certain conditions. At a
time when we're about to
take off, we get our prefer
ential treatment being tak-
en away. This means that
we can'f grow any more,

“Ther€'ll be o develop-
ment that way and we can't
Prosper Bave the condi-

ions later on when we are
at par by al means, but
Ieave us adone for the time

" Dr Mahathir said to
the elight of his audience,
including more than 200
chief executives of some of
the world’ s leading compa-
nies and corporations.

He said developing coun-
tries were often questioned
on thelir human rights re-
cord. These countries were
often labelled as not bein
democratic enough, he sai

but added that this should
beﬁt be determined by the
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geo ple themselves and not
y outsiders.

He said unions in develop
ing countries like Malaysia
were also subject to agita-
tion by their Western coun-
terparts. “| suspect that this
Is an attempt to undermine
the low-cosl labour element
among developing countries
which is their biggest at-
traction to investors, thus
Provrdl ng them with the vi-
a competitive edge needed
to stay In international com-
petition.”

He said developing coun-
tries like Malaysia depend-
ed very much on the low-
cost labour factor in its
economic growth because jt
had no tec nology, N0 capi-
tal and no management
know-how.

Dr_Mahathir. fielding
guestlons in his usual confi-

ent manner, was also
asked to indicate what ki nd
of asestance was being con-
Sidered for East European
countries making the
srvrtch to free-market” enter-

- He said Malaysia had al-
ready extended Certain cred-
it fatilities to Russia to buy

palm oil while other coun-
tries have initiated other
forms of assistance.

He added that East Asian
countries needed the mar-
ket these countries might
offer in the future. “These
thi r;\?s thou h seemingly

ready being
done but Europe may have a
ger burden in terms of

?I ng these countri &s due

heir close geo-cultural
affinity

Hrs response to the last
question drew some Iau%1_|
ter from the audience. He
was asked to comment on
the position regardlng the
Group of Seven'and the Se-
curity Council, where Asia
is represented by one of its
more wealthy nations,

He said the selection of
these countries was undem-
ocratic, “Who €l ected them
there in the first place?
Membership to the Security
Council was determined

ust after the Second World

ar, 47 years ago.

“Why S de be tied to
a decision made so many
%ears ago. I th| nk the meni-

of these roups
MgIUI be morte balan
sia is not seekin
beaarér/]em ber of both, u?
want to see a more b
representation.”

Just before his departure
to Japan, Dr Mahathir said
his trip had enabled him to
meet some prominent busi-
ness figures who had come
to participate in the forum.

He said he has managed to
clarify further the position
regarding the proposed East
Asa Economic Caucus and
other matters affecting
North-South relations.

Asked what more could be
done to ensure outsiders, es-
pecrall¥ investors, under-
stand the country’s stand

policies, Dr Mahathrr
sgle% more explanation was

n

He added that efforts
should be made to meet
these people regularly and
as often as possible.
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