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PM WANTS PE;KAN RABIJ  TO BE A IJNIQIJE SHOPPING CENTRE

“---.

Mahathir-Pekan Rabu . .

prime  Mini:;ter  Datuk‘ Seri,Dr M a h a t h i r
a unique  shopping complex which can

t aLtract.  f orej.gn t o u r i s t s .
He said the complex, set up for bumj.putera  traders, should be different.

from others.
The government was. prepared to spend money to improve Pekan Rabu to.

ensure  tha t  forej,gu tourists kn.ew of its existence, he said when meeting
members of the Pekan Rabu Coopera Live here today.

However, ,the C]lange degellded On thej r attitude and would  only s u c c e e d .

if they .krade(l ,their  t r ad i t i ona l busin ess methods for -the modern, he said.
I)~. Mahat]ljr reCenl;ly  called  on the cooperative’s commj.ttee to obta in  a
wri t ten  conf i rmat ion fiorli all th e traders there who want.ed  changes to be
i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  qgovernmcnt. All, excq~l;  one,  signed - -- IllOre
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!qahathir-Pekafi Rabu 2  +4l.o1:  se t;ar

Dr Mahathir said it was a +waste+ I” f Pekan Rabu,  whj.ch  was
Strataegically  situated smac!k jn .the cent,re of the town, ‘to be concerned
only with petty businesses,

*I want. Pekan Rabu to be on par or a little lo,wer  than the commercial
enterprises, s.urrounding  it, + he added.

The Prime Minister said he had seen the sundry business methods in
; I’ Japan and was impressed by the .cleanlj.ness and -wel.lTorganised  arrangement

of g o o d s  t h e r e . .
In this aspect,, t h e  gove’rnrnent  wa s prepared to-Ibring in Japanese

experts to improve the situation at Pekan Rabu,  he saj.d.
\ #. Dr Mahathir said he had no other j.ntentj.on  than to see t.he Malays  in

Pekan Baru succeed. -- more .

1 1.
T22;10/22-41MST
R GE 22-10 00079 EE’237
eng

Mahat.hj.r-Pekan  Rabu 3  (last,)  Aj.or Set;ir’

The Prime Minj.ster  .had hawked +goreng pisang+ and home-made ginger ale
i.n Pekan Rabu when he was young.

He had ‘in the past frequently criticised  Pekan Rabu’s disorganised,
filthy and crowded stalls,

Meanwhile, the cooperatjve  chairman, Encik  Mustafa Ismail , said -that
the traders there wanted change iis many of them were young;  .and were second
generat ion t raders  of  Pekan Baru.  -- Bi?rmm
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