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PM DOES NOT RULE OUT SABOTAGE IN AIRPORT FIRE
Mahathir-fire
bm ’ 91 @

ALOR SETAR, Ott 22, (Bernama)  -- Pri.me  Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
$ohamad does not rule out the possi b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Ruala Lumpur
International Airport control tower fire recently was caused by an act of
sabotage.

He said this was because the scene of the fire did not leav\e any
indication to suggest that the blaze was sparked off by short circuit.

Speaking to reporters after opening the 1992 Xedah Umno Convention
here, he said: +We cannot. rule out sabotage .+

However, the Prime Minister said he had yet to receive a full. report on
the cause of the fire because the police, were still investig,ating.

+We have not determined the cause of the fire. However, we have found’
that the fire shoulS not have started from where it did,+ he said. -- more
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t.k Asked whether security at the airport, could have been la:;, he said the
. . fire should serve as a lesson to all concerned. not to view lightly the

questi.on  of secxri ty .
On the Department of Civi 3. Av:i &ion  @CA) Di rector-General ’ s apol ogy to

the people and government and his, stat;ement  that he was prepared to be
t r ans fe r r ed  fo l lowing  the  f i r e ,  Dr Maba-thir  sai,cl:  +That i-s not for him to
decide. It would be different if he has erred. If he is not in the wrong,
why should he be transferred?+

+But  if there .is any plan Sy the government, please do not relate it  to
this matter‘,+ he said.

On the proposed increase in parliamenI,ary  seats, he expressed the hope
that it would not lead to unhealthy contests for the additional Umno
divis ion chiefs  ’ posts.

+There can be healthy cont,ests  as IJmno  is a democratic party but
democracy can lead to destruction if not properly used,+ he said. -- m o r e
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On the reshuffle involving editorial staffers of the Utusan Mclayn
Group,  Dr Mahathir said it was the decision of 1Jtus;rn  Melayu Execut ive
Chairman ,Datuk  Khalicl Abdullah.

The Pri.me  Minis ter, however, said he felt very disappointed when +I am
accused of, lying by Utusan Melayn+.

He said if Utusan had dOllbted the accx~racy. of his statement it should
have done some’ research to verify it.

+I am slighted because peop,le can ifoubt me to that extent,.. Why should I
lie? This n1atter.i.s  something which can be easily veri.fied,+  he said. --
Bernama
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