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ALOR STAR: Malaysi% -newsmen  after opening
welcomes the Philippine the Kedah Unmo  conven-
Government’s move to
improve bilateral rela-
tions by setting up a spe-
cial office to probe its
claim on Sabah, Dr?pfa
hathir Mv yes-
terrfag:

However, the Prime
Minister said there was a
problem as there seemed
to be “no one authority (in
the Phi l ippines)  that
could really decide.”

He said statements on
the issue were being
made by various Filipino
authori t ies  and these
were not helpful in find-
ing a solution. 4

On the position of Filipi-
nos in Sabah, he said the
Government’s position on
the issue had been “firm
and clear.”

“All of them are free to
return home any time
they want.

“Why should we contin-
ue IO be accused of not
treating them well?” he
asked when speaking to

tion.
Dr Mahathir was asked

to comment on a wire re-
port yesterday on the set-
ting up of the office the
Philippine Government.

The report stated that
the primary task of the
Sabah office was to study
the Sabah issue with a
view to exploring new ap-

’ proaches  to improving bi-
lateral relations.

Dr Mahathir said Ma-
laysia considered the
300,000 Filipinos in Sabah
as illegal immigrants and
as such there was no need
to for a special consul to
look after their affairs.

On the Subang airport
fire, he said arson was not
ruled out.

On the position of DCA
director-general Datuk
Zolkipli Abdul who had
reportedly said he was
prepared to quit, Dr Ma-
hathir said it was up to
the Government to de-
cide.

He said the fire was a
lesson that security at air-
ports should not be taken
lightly.

On the reshuffle of the
Utusan Melayu (M) Bhd
senior editorial members,
Dr Mahathir said it was
the newspaper’s right to
do so.

He reiterated he had
spoken the truth with re-
gard to the interview he
granted to a private Indo-
nesian TV station.

“I felt very slighted
that Utusan had accused
me of lying and it was
suspicious of whether I
was telling the truth.

“They could not take
my word on such a simple
matter,” he said.

Utusan executive chair-
man Datuk Haji Khalid
Abdullah had announced
the revamp on Wednes-
day. Among those affect-
ed are Utusan group-chief
editoc’ Haji Zainuddin
Maidtit who has been ap-
poinsed  adviser to the
Editorial Department.
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