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ALOR STAR, Thurs. --
Manufacturers should not
use !abour shortage in the
country as an excuse to
push wages higher,- Datuk
Seri Dr 2 Mghamad,

sald.

The Prime Minister said
wages in the country were
aready competitive, 1n fact,
wageS in Malaysia were
higher than those offered in
nadghbourlng countries, he
added.

He said labour costs in
some countries were many
times higher than those in
Malaysia. He cited Europe
where wages were some-
times 30 times higher than

those in Mdaysia.

“I'm quite sure that with
the shortage of workers,
wages will"go up on their
own.

Dr Mahathir said this
when addressing a group of
manufacturers at”a lun-
cheon_here. The lunch was
organised for the Prime
Minister to meet Pekan
Rabu traders at Bangunan
Sultan Abdul Halim.

Accgtptllng that workers
yroductivity might have a
imit, Dr Nahathir said this
could be overcome if manu-
facturers invested in auto-
mation and more efficient
methods of production.

The Prime Minister said
the government was con-
cernéd over the well-being

of workers and, in this con-
text, encouraged the forma-
%pon of workers co-opera-
ives.

. He hoped manufacturers
in Kedah would lend their
support and encourage their
workers to join these co-op-
eratives. ) i

Dr Mahathir also said the

overnment sometimes
alked directly to workers
because some”union leaders
sera\li,ed OHI]y, their memg?rts
making their responsibility
restnc?ed. )

Later, addressing Pekan
Rabu traders, Dr Mahathir
said the Pekan Rabu com-
Plex would be upgraded and
urned into a shopping cen-
tre now that the trader's had
%ven a written assurance

at they were willing to

titive

?dapt to change for the bet-
er.

He said the government
was willing to spend money
for this purpose.

He hoped Pekan Rabu
traders could be a model to
Bumiputera traders else-
where.

Urging them to emulate
the Japanese traders who
emphasised product displ
and cleanliness of their ouf-
lets. Dr Mahathir said busi-
ness strategies had changed
and the traders in an
Rabu should aso change.

With the change, the
Prime Minister said traders
should anticipate a difficult
Perlod in the interim but
hey stood to gain in the
long run.
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