
Stay away_,

fkom
business,

umons _-i’f.
By A%mi M. Anshar,
Manan Osman and
Hisham Mahzan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. -
Trade unions should never
venture into business but
should concentrate more on
union work, D$uk&i_Dr
~lhathtr  Mohamad said to-_ _

“That is not their busi-
ness,” the Prime Minister
said at the Royal Malaysian
Air Force base afterreturn-
ing from Kota Baru.

He was replying to report-
ers’ questions on the Trans-
port Workers Union’s busi-
ness deal with an unnamed
financial backer as part of a
package to settle an out-
standing $13 million debt to
Bank Buruh (M)  Bhd.

Dr Mahathir said he had
always felt that trade
unions should keep ‘away
from carrying out any busi-
negs  deal and should con-
centrate only on resolving
workers’ problems. -

The TWU is led by gener-
al-secretary V. David and
depty general-secretary

%~?hc%%%$si~h%a~~
Union Congress secretary-
general and president re-
spectively.

The TWU’s  debt problem
almost led to the auction of
its two r ized  a s se t s  - --
Wisma T%U in Petaling
Jaya and the Workers’ Insti-
tute of Technology building
in Pandamaran, Port Klang.

Earlier in Machang, Dr
Mahathir said the three
awards won by the Proton
Catalyst at the British Inter-
national Motor Show was a
recognition of the car’s
quality.

This clearlv  showed that
the car was as good, if not
better than those manufac-
tured by other countries, he
said.

The Proton Catalyst won
two gold awards and the
Prestigious Award for Ex-
cellence from the Institute
of Transport Managers.

He was speaking to news-
men after opening the Ke-
lantan Umno convention at
Sekolah Menengah Hamzah
h e r e  t o d a y .

The Prime Minister said
when the country first ven-
tured into car manufactur-
ing, many people were step
tical about it.

In fact, some people even
described the car as being
an engine- owered bullock
cart, he adCYed.

He said Malaysians had
the ability to do whatever
they desired provided that
all efforts were geared to-
wards achieving it.

“Our people- can be as
good as those in the devel-
oped nations and we do not
have to feel inferior.” he
added.
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