mno to monitor how
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elantan uses grants

By Manan Osman
and Hisham Mahzan

MACHANG, Fri. — Kelan-
tan Umno has set up a spe-
cilad committee to monitor
the spending of grants chan-
nelled to the Pas-led Kelan-
tan Government by the Fed-
eral _Government, Datuk
geri Dr Mahathir Mohamagd
ay.

The Prime Minister said
the committee would keep a
close watch on how the

rants were spent to ensure

at they were not used for
the wrong purposes.
) Hte remi ndtla_(%_clzlas r_1|ot to
ry to gain political mileage
b)X// ch%nel r?ntg the Fedegrgal
grants only fo Its support-
ers.

“The monefy isfor the peo-
ple...it's not for the Govern-
ment,” Dr Mahathir said at
a Press conference after
opening the Kelantan Umno
convention at Sekolah Me-
nengah Hamzah here today.

Dr Mahathir also an-
swered, questions on the
lack of investment in Kelan-
tan and the blame put on
the Federal Government by
certain State leaders for the

problem. )

He said the main reason
for the lack of investment in
the State was investors' lack
of confidence in the State
Government. ]

Such a situation, he said,
also prevailed in
which is aso ruled by an
opposition  party.

‘He said investors had de-
cided to invest in other
States, including Kedah and
Perlis, rather than in the

two.

Asked about the State
Government’s plans to ap-
prove the sale of liquor by a
duty-free outlet in Rantau
Panjang, Dr Mahathir said
this was the State’s policy
dl aong athough it tried
not to make it public.

Asked whether he would
step down as the Kelantan
Umno liaison chief now that
garty unity in the State had

een enhanced, Dr Ma-
hathir said the time had not
come for him to relinquish
the post, ]

He said it had nothing to
do with party unity. Rather
it was becalise of "the poor
relations between the State
and Federa Governments.

On the proposed launch of

the “Kampungku” pro-

amme in Kelantan, Dr Ma-

iathir said it would be car-

ried out after the rainy
season, . .

Earlier, in his speech, he
said Unmo would Initiate ef-
forts to reunite the pegple of
Kelantan with the am of
wresting back power from
the Pas-led Government.

He said it was not impossi-
ble to achieve the objective.

He said the party had
harmed Kelantan and re-
tarded its development and
it was the responsibility of
al Unmo membersto eriti-
cise and expose Pas' wrong-
doings. . . ) ]

He said it was not impossi-
ble to achieve that objec-

tive.

“We will try to reunijte the
people so that we will be-
come stronger once again
and recapture Kelantan,” he
said to loud applause from
the crowd of Umno mem-
bers and suapo_rters from
the Barisan Nasional com-
ponent parties. )

Also present were Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali, Pahang Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakab, In-
formation Minister Datuk

Mohamed Rahmat, repre-
sentatives of various States
Umno and senior Govern-
ment officials. )

Dr Mahathir also said that
Umno would continue to
lead the rakyat, including
the people of Kélantan, t0
achieve the targets of” Vision
2020 to turn the country into
a developed nation. )

Dr Mahathir explained
that Maaysia did not want
developed nation status like
that achieved by America or
Japan. It wantsto become a
developed nation without
sacrificing its religion and
culture. ) ) )

Some nations, in pursuit
of development, have not
only completely disregard-
ed their reliagion but their
moral values as well.

y becoming a developed
nation, Malaysia will be
able to help countries like
Bosnia and Somdlia to over-
come the crises which had
befallen them, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Pas
was making fun of the Gov-
ernment’s Vision 2020 and
had midled the people with
its own so-caled Wawasan
Akhirat (Vision for the
Hereafter).

He said the party’s Wawa-
san Akhirat was only meant
for the people while 1ts lead-
ers have a separate vision of
becoming_Menteris Besar
and State Exco members.

_Dr Mahathir said the Pas
vision had absolutely noth-
mg to do with religion but
W_abl‘( purely a political gim-
mic

He said Umno had never
said that its vision was sole-
ly for acquiring material
gains but had stressed that
there would be a balance of
physical. and spiritual
achievement.

On Semangat 46, Dr Ma-
hathir said the party had
lost its influence with a
large number of its follow-
ers leaving it, some regjoin-
ing Umno.” Those remaining
are just passive memhers..

Very soon, he said, it will
end up as a one-man parH

The Umno president also.
hoped that one day Maay-
sia would become a super-
power. . .

Dr Mahathir said this
mu%ht not be achieved today
or Tomorrow or even in the
Y ear 2020. But it is not im-
possible that this can be
achieved some day.
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