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LANGKAWI, Sat. - The
construction of the 1,500-
room De Lima Resort by the
Government was not in-
tended to kill the business of

is intended to help safe-

F”
ard the future of the is-

and’s tourism industry,” he
said.

Some chalet 0 erators on
the island are cRarging UI-
reasonable rates for accom-
modation but facilities of-
fered are not up to
expectation.

There are chalet opera-
tors who charge exorbitant
rates for rooms but the facil-
ities do not measure up to
the charges.

“If we do not have com-
fortable rooms and the

* charges are high, the tour-
ism industry in Pulau Lang-

h% will die.
“What is the point of go-

ing for quick profit, if tour-
ists do not et maximum
comfort for t%err expenses.
They will not return if they
do not get proper treatment
on the island.’

The Prime Minister was
speaking at a Press confer-
ence at the Sheraton Lang-
kawi Resort here.

He is here on an overnight
visit.

Dr Mahathir was asked to
comment on complaints by
some chalet operators that
the Government wanted to
kill their business by build-
in: t$edpdget  resort at Ku-

The resort cha es be-
tween $55 and $100Ior vari-
ous types of rooms.

Dr Mahathir said if any-
body was to kill the buai-
ness of the small operators,
it would be the operators
themselves.

“Some of the chalets are
in poor condition and some
of the operators are dis-

some Ehalet 0
charging ejtorb p”

rators are
tant rates.”

He reminded the opera-
tors that the brisk business
they are enjo  ’
the result ofym

g now was
the Govern-

EF.ez  efforts to develop the
_-__-.-.

“The Government has
spent $1,000 million to devel-
op Langkawi.

“If the island was not ac-
corded free-nor? status. the
operators will not be en’oy
in

?
the existing fruits od de-

ve opment,” the Prime Mm-
ister said.

The Government is will-
ing to he1
tors burl  and imorove  on.B

the’chalet opera-

accommodation facilities if
they show strong interest
and commitment to change
for the better.

“We can help them to
have proper facilities and
they can co-operate with the
Langkawi Development Au-
thorny and Mara  to improve

eem condition of

_ I-& noted that

their cha-

La@aM
had been transtormed Into a
notable tourist destination
ktm&wv;f;he growmg  tour-

He said fhghts to Langka-
wi had increased from seven
to 12 daily and Malaysia Air-
lines was now using-big er
aircraft instead of t e!I
Boeing 737 to fly tourists to
the island.

The Boeing 737 can carry
between 103 and 170 passen-
ers compared with the Air-

%us which can carry be-
tween 135 and 440
pa;;;rgers dependmg on its

Dr hiahathir  visited Teluk
Datai, the barter trade pro-
ject at Teluk Ewa, Langka-
wi Air Hangat Village at Air
Hangat,  Gunung Raya, De
Lima Beach Resort, Bukit
Malut, Kuah reclamation
pro’ect, Jetty Point project
and! the Langkawi Interna-
tional Maritime and Aero-
space (Lima ‘93) exhibition

site.

sewage treatment system - 1
which has been proposed to /
be introduced on the island
-by embinaan Ja abumi I

dSdn hdmanaging
Ahmad  Johan.

&rector )

He said the proposed cost
of the Lima convention hall
pro’ect, between $25 million
and $32 million, was too
high.

“Our budget is only $10
million. I have some idea
how to reduce the cost and
maybe we will privatise pe
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