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‘Malaysia set to be big

exporterof optic fibre

By Syed Nadzri

PETALING JAYA, Tues. —
Maaysia is poised to be a
major exporter of optic fi-
bre, a high-technology tele-
communication  component,
with the opening of an opti-
cal fibre and cable produc-
ing plant here, Datuk Seri
Dr ahathir Mohafaad said
LARIAy. ~ .
“ ie formation of this
company will directly bring
Maaysia a step closer to- N
wards achieving a fully de-
veloped country status,” the
Prime Ministér said when
opening the $60 million Op-
tical, Communication Engi-
neering Sdn Bhd plant here
this morning. .
Although™ Maaysia had
been using the optic fibre
cablesystém since 1985, its
use had been rather limited,
withonly 182 lines costing a
total of $70 million up to last

ear.
Ve For the next three years,
300 optic fibre cable lines,
costing between $199 mil-
lion and $130 million, are
expected_to be launched by
Syarikat Telekom Malaysia
“Compared with the total
world saes of optic fibre
cables totalling tens of hil-
lions of dollars, it is clear
that this project will pave
the way for optic fibre ca-
bles to be supplied not only
for the country’s need, but
aso for the world market,
ialy Asia which has
tretmetngous development One of th to i losely linked to optic bjecti f
otential.” . ne of the ways to im- are closely lin I overnment’s objective o ini i i
pThe cable has unique Prove competltl\% edge of fibre” gnsurlng that thge people, &irgﬁceg Di‘-tg'éhh?,?o‘('mgna‘d
characteristics like high the Maaysan manufactur-  He urged local entrepre-  whether in town or the kam-  Eqvironment Minider Da-
transmission capacity, be-  ing sector in the world mar-  neurs to consider venturing pung, enjoy the basic ameni-  tuk Law Hieng]Den and

ing free of electromagnetic ket is to concentrate on pro-  into these fields. The gov- neof the poin f S
di%turbances_ and %%ving ducing sophisticated go%d_s ernment will aways _glvge its g%evgo(paeod tco%ﬁ?ry tiesrstr?e ??écﬁgr:\]ﬂr#ﬂrﬁgf of Energy,
“stable chemical and me-  with high added value This  support to applications 0 gyigence of a comprehen-  Posts Datuk Tajol Rosh
chanical features’. It can way production could be in-  set up such projects. ; basic infrastructure hezdli. D Maﬁoh' d
aso carry 10,090 times more tegra?ed with the needs of ~ He said one of the factors S"é? 35'hC hl B g ure % azall. Dr. all |r|an
voice channels than the nor-  the developed countries. which had contributed to- Systeém which could be en-  the dignitaries were later
mal coaxia cable. “This objective can only wards the country’s success joyed by all levels of society  taken on atour of the plant
“There is strong possibili- be met if the manufacturers was the gvernment's con- asWwell’asasound and effi- by OPCOM chairman Datuk
ty that optic fibre cable will are committed towards ex- cern for the development of cient management to go Tiong Hiew King, the com-
replace the 1resent lc:lommu- plorin ng\IN aar‘le% I:jkenfad- ta com%rtehensve infrastruc- ngl] it. s th pany’s advisor Professor
nication cable in the near Vvanced materials and infor- ture system. . . . SO presen e open- i i
future.” mation technology. Both Th%/ is in line with the ing cergmony was HePaIth SCerr]]?Sr \((,f'fr,‘gaJT'San and other

tions_and
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