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Mahathir - UMNO
PRESERVE UNITY AND FAMILY SPlRlT IN UMNO SAYS IX M
bm 4%
KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 2 ((3ernama)

GP
-- UMNO president Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir .

Mohamad said unity and family spirit in the party should be preserved so
-can serve as a vehicle for the ~~~~O~J~e  to realise the  nat ional
objective of becoming a developed nation by 2020.

Any misunderstanding and unheal thy competi  tj on for post.:; that could
weaken UMNO should be, avoided and party interests be put first, he said.

+Our efforts to strengthen the party and remain in power will be
undermined if we are divided and use dirty means to fighl;  ea::h other for
pos i t ions , + the Prim&  Minister said in a message in the 1993. UMNO Annual
Report.

It would be tabled at. this year’s IJMNO  general assembly sc’,ieduled,  for
four days from Thursday.

Copies of the message were distr.ibuted  by UMNO secretary-general Datuk
Mohamed  Rahmat at’s press conference here today.

Dr Mahathir said it would be ~JCJintlcsS  .EcJr  UMNO members t,GL) fight for
pO!;i’t.iOYl:;  i f  C2VNIt.UiIl~y  ‘the  party i r~:;Clf  WCJU1.d  I.O:;C  ~JOW~~r,  - -  lllcJr63
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He said history had proven that UMNO  could not be threatened externally
but could be weakened from within.

+UMNO leaders and members at al’1 levels are> dut.y-bound to ensure that
the party’ remains in power as we still  have a long struggle ahead. We must
continue fighting for party and national objectives with greater
determination’ in order to remain in power,+ he said.

According to Dr Mahathir, problems faced by the party now were never
encountered by UMNO members in past years. They were brought about by rapid
changes with far-ranging implications especially economic effects .

At a time when Malaysia was moving -fast towards becoming an
industrialised  nation and required larger markets I ‘the superpowers  such as
the United States and Western Europe were imposing all kinds 3f
restrictions to .protect‘  their own markets.

+The  Western powers tie political i ssues to economic ani!t.f ?,ee  trade
issues and impose values, which they themselves created, 0.~1 how  we should
look after our environment and manage our natural resour:es.

+Economic.  aid to Third World colU-rtries wou1.d be stopye? if their human
rights record runs against the values practised  i.n the We.:t, + he said. --
more
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T h e  Prim? ,Minister  said on the international front,  t.he colli~pse  of the
c o m m u n i s t  system,.and the Soviet empire  left the ,!mericans  virt,ually  in
monopoly of the world’s military pight.

This situation had now created new tensions in  in ternat ional  rela.tions,
lie said.

According to Dr Mahathir the Unit&d  Nations and i.ts Securit,y Council, ‘*
were dictnted,by  the superpowers and no longer reflected global changes
that_  had taken ‘place after the Second Wor1.d War,

While world peace has yet to prevail, new ‘c:ri::es have erhpted  such as
the ethnic war i,n Bosnia where Ydsl.ims were  brut;~l.ly annihi la ted ,  the .
famine in Somalia and the continuing conflict in Palestine, he said.

Dr Plahathir &id as a devel’oping  nat ion Malaysia  had to ‘he rdndful of
these developments and frank in making known its views and ‘st once  on
political, economic and issues det r imenta l  to  bcr in teres t? ,  regional
prosperity and the interests of the Third World. -- Bernomh
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