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' ‘I\/Iaintain@party unity,

Dr M tells Umno members.

By Manan Osman

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon, —
With four days to go before
the Umno annual” genera
assembly, Igartv president
Datuk Séri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad_reminded members
to maintain unity and soli-
darity, adding that Umno
canriot be threatened from
outside but can be weak-
ened from within, )
unity and family to-
etherness in Umno must be
efended and consolidated
at al times, he said..

Therefore, al misunder-
standings and contests for
party posts which can wesk-
en the party should be
avoided, he added.

In his mesga?e to dele-
gates in the party’s annual
report to be presented to the
assembly which begins on
Friday, Dr Mahathir, who is
Prime Minister, said thein-
terest of the party must be

given_ priority. o

“Itisthe re?onsblllty of
al leaders and membersto
ensure that Umno remain in
power. If we are disunited
and compete for positions in
an unhedthy way, the ef-
forts to strengthen the party
and maintain our power
would be eroded.

“The objectives of the par-
ty and the nation still have
to be fought with greater
emphasiS in order to
achieve our struggle and
maintain the existing pow-
er. What is the use of fight-
ing and competing for seats
if we lose our power in the
end.* .

“Qur _struggle continues.
The nation’s and the party’s
struggle need to be given
more push to be successful
and to retain our power. It is
my hope that the unity in
the party and the struggle to
uphold “party interests will
continue t0 become the

NSE 3O W
bers.” :

_He said that since the re-
vival of the party in 1988,
Umno’s position has be-
come much stronger, a
proof of the growing SUR
port of the Malays and the
masses for the party.

“As such, Umno’s strug-
gle for the Malays and the
people can be undertaken

withgreater confidence and,

SuCCess.

Dr Mahathir also stressed
the need to grepare the par-
tg to meet the challenges in
the years beyond 2000 so
that it could lead the people,
irrespective of their race
and creed, to become an in-
dustrialised nation under
Vision 2020.

On internationa affairs,
Dr Mahathir said the col-
lapse of the communist sys-
tem and the Soviet empire

had resulted in the monopo-

ly of the milit ower b
t¥xe United Statag P y

“This has resulted in a
gtrain in international rela-
tions. The United Nations
and the Security Council
are controlled by the super-

wers and no longer reflect
he changes which"have tak-
en place in the world after
World War 11.” ’

He said the world Kept on
changing, and as a develop
ing nation, Malaysia needed
to voice out ifs concerns
%ver developments around
IT.

“We need to voice out our
opinion and stance openly
on political, socia economitc
issues which affect us and
the region. We aso do this
in the'interest of other de-
veloping nations.”
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