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. MAJJATJJIR  TO WAIT BEFORE MAKING COMMENT ON CL,INTON’S  V18:'J'Oti(

@I
RUALA L U M P U R ,  Nov 4 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathij  Flny

~WUatJlated Bill Clinton on hi.s election vnctory  bu-t said he would  wai t
to know  more about the U.S. president-elect before making any comment.

Whi1.e  congratulat.ing  Clinton on the near landslide victory o v e r
incumbent  George .Bush,  the Prime Mj.nj.ster said Malaysia was interested to
k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  Clint,on’s  foreign PCJliCy because  very little of it was
kmw11.
Speaking to  report&s af ter  la.unching a book,
(Memoirs of a Fighter),

+Plemoir  Seornng Pejuang+
an authobiography  by Tan Sri Aishah Ghani, at the

Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka h e r e ,  h e saj d he hoped that the new American
administration would not. be so frightened of the proposed East; Asia
fkollomic  Caucus (EAEC), a consultative forum of East Asian countries
initiated by Malaysia.

+We hope that they are not so frightened with a simple forum of the
East Asians.. . we are Jlot a trade bloc, + he sai’d, expressing the hope that
W a s h i n g t o n  Would  l.ook  a t  the  33AEC  ~JrCJ~J0sd.l.  wj th less clncJt;i~Jll.  -- mar-e
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I Dr Mahathir  said Clinton’s victory was clear and ,that the pre-election
debate which concentrated more on domesitc  matters ‘had a hand in
determining the outcome of the election.

Bush ’ s de fea t  in the  pres ident ia l  election’was  due to the -I-prominent
role; played. by his former Secretary of State James Baker. B;tker  Was

.- appointed Chief of St.aff of the White House prior to the e: ection,  he
I’ added.

Dr Mahathir  said Bush also did not give sufficient attention to
domestic matters, including the economy.

+I would say that among ‘the major reasons (for Bush ’ s defeat 1 was that
he had Baker with ,him and it’ is a good thi.ng now that Baker is put Out Of
the picture,+ he added.

Although  Clinton  had stated human rights and environment  as his
electj,on  p.latforM;  Dr Mahathir  said the Americans  had bet ter  a t tend to
,their  human rights problem  first before  exporting,,jt  ‘to the other
countries.

+you  cannot preach something you don’t practise. We alsohope  that
there is no a t tempt  made to export their ideas and standards to other
people,+ he added. :- more
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Commenting on the detention of 24 Malaysian tourists on ,their  arrival
in Boston on.Oct  21, Dr Mahathir said he thought the matter had affected
the good image of’the  US abroad.

Although the people might have done something wrong, th? manner in
which they were treated by the US authorities was somethil*g ‘hat would not
be tolerated in Malaysia, he added.

+We don’t treat foreigners that way, especially:$ourists  to our :
country, even i.f they are wrong. We have some one million foreigners coming
here illegally but we’ have not treated them that way,+ he said.

+Memoir  Seorang Pejuang+ is a memoir compiled by Aishah, the f’ormer
Welfare Minist.er .and &second  woman appointed to the Cabinet afiter Merdeka,.
The book is published by Dewan,  Bahasa clan Pustaka.

International Trade and Industry Minister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
Dewan  Rakyat Speaker Tan Sri Mohamad Zahir Ismail. were arno~-i~  those who
attended the launching. -- more
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Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar Baba said Mala:jsii, would accept
whoever became US President so long as the policies of hi; administration
benefi tted the world.

+Malaysia does not meddle in the poli.tics  of others.. . who wins or or
loses., its their business ,+ tie added when commenting on Clinton’s victory.

Ghafar,, however, expressed the hope that a statement that Clinton was
not pro-Arab was untrue.

+The people of Palestine have 3.ong suffered. . . they hope big countries
like America can help resolve their problem,+ he told reporters after
opening the +AgriTech  92+ exhibi,ti.on  at the Futra World Trade Centre.

Ile hoped the.president-elect would be able to bring about a settlement
of the Palestinian issue. -- Bernama

T04/11/20-15MST


	Mahahtir - Clinton (Bernama 04/11/1992)

